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Above: Team 
Osan gathers for 
a unity prayer 
vigil Sunday to 
give airmen, 
their families 
and others an 
opportunity to 
discuss race and 
inequality facing 
biack service 
members. 

us Air Force 

Right: Sgt. 

Dasha Long, 
who is assigned 
to the Eighth 
Army’s Medical 
Simulation 
Training 
Center, speaks 
Sunday during 
a “Stronger 
Together” forum 
hosted by U.S. 
Forces Korea at 
Camp Humphreys 
to address 
concerns about 
racism in 
the military. 

Kim Camel 
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A call for action 


Black troops address concerns over 
racism in the military at USFK forum 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — U.S. military lead¬ 
ers have been unusually outspoken about the need to address 
institutional racism amid a growing wave of civil unrest over 
the latest killing of a black man in police custody. 

Many black service members speaking 
Sunday at a forum organized by US. Forc¬ 
es Korea welcomed the outrage but called 
for words to be translated into deeds. 

Sgt. Dasha Long, 35, thanked US. 
Forces Korea commander Gen. Robert 
Abrams for tackling the long-taboo topic, 
saying the discussion was an important 
first step. 

“This isn’t new, right? But it feels like 
it took too long for us to hear something 
about it,” Long said, wearing a T-shirt em¬ 
blazoned with the phrase “I Can’t Breathe,” which was uttered 
by George Floyd before he died as a white Minneapolis police 
officer kneeled on his neck for nearly nine minutes on May 25. 
SEE ACTION ON PAGE 5 


I feel safer 
outside the 
country that 
I serve than I 
do in it... ^ 

Sgt. Dasha Long 



ANALYSIS 


How DOD 
could cut 
forces in 
Germany 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A 
reported plan to remove 9,500 
troops from Germany in the 
months ahead would strain mili¬ 
tary planners who normally have 
years to work out large-scale, 
international unit transfers that 
affect not only service members 
but their families and civilian 
support staff 

The Defense Department has 
yet to comment publicly on the 
order, which was first reported 
by The Wall Street Journal on 
Friday, citing unnamed govern¬ 
ment officials. 

The last mgjor cutback in Eu¬ 
rope in 2012 eliminated two 
Army brigades, support units 
and moved about 10,000 troops, 
following planning that began 
nearly 10 years earlier. 

The Journal reported Trump 
issued a September deadline, 
though reports from other outlets 
haven’t mentioned a time frame. 

A mass move would mean find¬ 
ing new homes for troops and 
their families, along with trans¬ 
fers of civilian workers to new 
posts; accounting for the space 
available at other bases; schools 
for dependents if relocated within 
Europe; and identifying or build¬ 
ing infrastructure to carry out 
missions. 

It would also follow a Pentagon 
stop movement order issued amid 
the coronavirus pandemic that 
has created a backlog of troops 
waiting to head to their next duty 
station. 

How Poland fits in 

President Donald Trump wants 
nearly a third of the military’s 
roughly 34,500 troops in Ger¬ 
many removed with at least some 
of the personnel shifted to Poland, 
SEE GERMANY ON PAGE 3 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 

Robotic machine moves passengers around airport 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — An autonomous 
mobility system that works like 
a wheelchair without anyone 
pushing it is scuttling around a 
Tokyo airport to help with social 
distancing amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The personal mobility machine 
seats one person and runs on its 
own without crashing, even when 
people jump out unexpectedly, 
for about 660 yards on a pre-pro¬ 
grammed route at Haneda In¬ 
ternational Airport, WHILL, the 


company behind the technology, 
said Monday. 

WHILL Chief Executive Sa- 
toshi Sugie said robotics and au¬ 
tonomous driving technology that 
reduce the need for human labor 
are a good match for these times 
of “living with” the coronavirus. 

“We are rapidly developing 
our business in order to help re¬ 
store a world where people can 
enjoy moving around with peace 
of mind,” he told The Associated 
Press. 

The ride lasts just several 


minutes, traveling from security 
clearance to the boarding gate at 
a maximum speed of 2 miles per 
hour. But hopes are high that the 
technology, which uses sensors 
and cameras, can help in other 
places, such as hospitals, parks 
and shopping centers. Labor 
shortages are a problem in Japan, 
as well as other nations. 

Tests have been carried out at 
various airports since last year, 
and the company hopes to intro¬ 
duce it at airports around the 
world. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (June 9).$1.10 

Dollar buys (June 9).€0.8627 

British pound (June 9).$1.24 

Japanese yen (June 9).106.00 

South Korean won (June 9).1,175.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3776 

British pound.$1.2696 

Canada (Doilar).1.3382 

China (Yuan) 7 0702 

Denmark (Krone).6.5929 

Egypt (Pound).16.2005 

Euro.$1.1309/0.8843 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7501 

Hungary (Forint).304.28 

Israel (Shekel).3.4543 

Japan (Yen) 108 93 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3080 

Norway (Krone).9.2561 

Philippines (Peso).49.89 

Poland (Zloty) 3 92 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7530 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3897 

South Korea (Won).1,198.99 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9579 

Thailand (Baht).31.42 

Turkey (Lira).6.7916 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 3 25 

Discount rate.0.25 

Federai funds market rate.0.06 

3-month bill.0.15 

30-year bond.1.68 
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MILITARY 


Army in Germany 
to end subsidy for 
AFN programming 



Michael AsRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


Staff Sgt. Priscella Gray of the Baumholder, Germany-based 515th Transportation Company, part of the 
16th Sustainment Brigade, fuels up a Humvee convoying from Bremerhaven to Poland in 2017. Army 
support units in Germany could leave under a White House plan to remove 9,500 troops from Germany, 
The New York Times reported Friday. 

Germany: Pentagon has spent millions 
making improvements to airfield in Poland 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

multiple reports last week said, 
citing unnamed government and 
defense officials. 

Poland signed an agreement 
last year with the U.S. for a mod¬ 
est troop boost and has offered 
to pay for more infrastructure to 
host U.S. troops. 

So far, there are few details 
on the precise units that would 
go, but The New York Times re¬ 
ported that an F-16 squadron 
and Army “support units” were 
among those identified. 

In Germany, there is only one 
such squadron — the 480th Fight¬ 
er Squadron out of Spangdahlem 
Air Base. 

The unit has nearly 30 F-16s and 
is part of the 52nd Fighter Wing, 
which includes 5,000 airmen and 
civilians. It is currently the mil¬ 
itary’s only squadron in Europe 
with a “suppression of enemy air 
defense” mission, though the first 
U.S. F-35s are supposed to begin 
arriving at RAF Lakenheath, 
England in fall 2021. 

For nearly 10 years, the Spang- 
dahlem-based unit has carried 
out missions in Poland as part of 
the special detachment operating 
in the central town of Lask. That 
mission could be beefed up to 
support a full squadron. 

The Pentagon has spent mil¬ 
lions in recent years making im¬ 
provements to the airfield in Lask. 
The squadron’s F-16s also have 
operated from Krzesiny Air Base 
in Poznan, which has emerged as 


a m^or overall hub for the U.S. 
military in Poland. 

Still, there are no DOD schools 
on bases in Poland, which also 
lack many other quality-of-life 
amenities on bases in Germany. 
That could complicate send¬ 
ing large numbers of troops on 
accompanied tours with their 
families. 

If Army support units move, 
the main one in Germany is the 
16th Sustainment Brigade. 

It is based in several locations, 
including Baumholder, a small 
garrison town that was on and off 
DOD’s base closure list during the 
long post-Cold War drawdown. 

The unit was uprooted from 
Bamberg in 2012 when that gar¬ 
rison closed. Since taking up 
residence in Baumholder, Kai¬ 
serslautern and Grafenwoehr, the 
unit has mainly been on the road 
in support of the Army’s expand¬ 
ing mission in central and East¬ 
ern Europe. 

Putting the unit and its roughly 
2,500 soldiers in Poland would 
put the force closer to missions it 
supports in that country, as well 
as the Baltics. 

German towns skeptical 

Any move out of Baumholder 
would be a mqjor blow to that 
community, which relies heavily 
on the Army economically. 

But the shift would be wel¬ 
comed by Poland. Prime Min¬ 
ister Mateusz Morawiecki said 
Saturday on radio station RMF24 


that he was hopeful Poland would 
be getting more troops. 

“This will strengthen NATO’s 
eastern flank,” Morawiecki said. 
“The decision is now on the U.S. 
side.” 

Trump’s decision to reduce 
troop numbers in Germany took 
its leaders by surprise, but it 
wasn’t out of the blue. 

Trump has for years made 
threats about pulling back in Eu¬ 
rope and complained that some 
allies — especially Germany — 
are security free-riders that un¬ 
derinvest in defense at the cost of 
U.S. taxpayers. Critics, however, 
say the US. would harm itself if 
it reduced its presence in Europe 
at a time when there are concerns 
about a more aggressive Russia. 

In Speicher, located near 
Spangdahlem, the mayor was 
hopeful that if there is a cutback, 
it wouldn’t be too severe. 

“I do not think that Spangda¬ 
hlem will be affected — at least 
not at a large scale,” Mayor Man¬ 
fred Rodens said. 

In Grafenwoehr, the Army’s 
main training hub in Germany, 
locals also were skeptical about 
mqjor cuts. 

“I am convinced that nothing 
will change,” said Edgar Knob- 
loch, the town’s mayor. “In the 
last years, the Americans have 
invested a lot.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus 
Kloeckner contributed to this story. 
vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The American Forces Net¬ 
work will no longer be provided 
for free via cable to military fam¬ 
ily housing and barracks at Army 
bases in Germany, starting this 
fall, officials said. 

The discontinuation of free 
AFN programming coincides 
with the end of a five-year U.S. 
government contract for the ser¬ 
vice and the increasing popu¬ 
larity of streaming services in 
Germany, Army officials said. 

“We see a trend happening 
where people are using stream¬ 
ing services, like Netflix, Amazon 
Prime, for their individualized 
content consumption,” said Mark 
Heeter, a spokesman for Instal¬ 
lation Management Command 
Directorate-Europe. 

The AFN signal is expected to 
drop Sept. 27, Heeter said. That’s 
when a five-year, $7.3 million 
contract between IMCOM-Eu- 
rope and cable service provider 
TKS to subsidize AFN television 
programming in base housing 
expires. 

The change affects about 
30,000 cable connections in mili¬ 
tary family housing, barracks 
and government-leased off-post 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
An Okinawa-based Marine who 
apparently broke coronavirus 
liberty restrictions was arrested 
by Japanese police Sunday after 
reportedly stealing money from a 
Naha bar. 

Lance Cpl. Michael John De¬ 
fries II, 20, assigned to Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, was 
taken into custody outside a bar 
in Naha’s Kumoji neighborhood 
shortly after police were called at 
3:24 a.m., a Naha Police spokes¬ 
man said Monday. 

Defries pocketed a 10,000 yen 
note — the equivalent of about 
$91 — that another customer had 
placed on the bar, the spokesman 
said. Bar staff reviewed surveil¬ 
lance footage. 

Defries admitted to police that 
he took the money but said he 
“made a mistake,” the spokesman 
said. Defries was intoxicated but 
his blood alcohol level was not 
available. 

Government spokespeople in 
Japan customarily speak on con- 


housing at five Army garrisons in 
Germany: Ansbach, Rheinland- 
Pfalz, Stuttgart, Bavaria and 
Wiesbaden. 

Officials are evaluating the pos¬ 
sibility of continuing the service 
in barracks, Heeter said, with 
units having the option of funding 
it for their soldiers. Residents in 
other countries won’t be affected, 
since the contract is specific to 
Germany, he said. 

Off-post residents using satel¬ 
lite dishes with decoders and cus¬ 
tomers who have a TKS easyTV 
package will also not be affected 
by the change, IMCOM-Europe 
officials said in a statement. 

Service members living on 
Army bases can elect to pay for 
AFN programming after the 
service is discontinued, IMCOM 
said in a statement. The cost will 
depend on whether they opt for 
the basic AFN package or bundle 
it with additional U.S. cable and 
network channels. 

Basic AFN programming will 
continue to be provided for free 
to people living in military family 
housing on Kapaun, Landstuhl, 
Ramstein and Vogelweh, all in the 
Kaiserslautern area, Ramstein 
officials said. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


dition of anonymity as a condition 
of their employment. 

A theft charge for Defries was 
expected to be referred to the 
Naha District Public Prosecu¬ 
tor’s Office on Monday afternoon, 
the police spokesman said. Until 
then, he was being held at Naha 
Police Station. 

The incident is under investiga¬ 
tion by U.S. military and Okinawa 
police. Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific told Stars and Stripes. 

“We take all allegations of mis¬ 
conduct by U.S. service members 
very seriously,” the command 
said in an emailed statement. 
“To preserve the integrity of the 
investigative process, it would be 
premature to comment on any de¬ 
tails at this time.” 

A theft conviction may result in 
up to 10 years in prison or up to 
$4,500 in fines, according to Ja¬ 
pan’s Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and Communications. 

Bars remain off limits for Ma¬ 
rines in Japan due to fears over 
the spread of the coronavirus. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayaichihashi 


Marine, accused of stealing 
10,000 yen, arrested in Japan 
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Taiwan Strait 
transit is Navy's 
7th of this year 


By Joseph Ditzler 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — The guided-missile 
destroyer USS Russell passed 
through the Taiwan Strait last 
week, the Navy’s seventh such 
transit this year and the second in 
three weeks as the U.S. and China 
continue to step up their activities 
in the Western Pacific. 

The Russell steamed through 
the 110-mile-wide strait separat¬ 
ing the island of Taiwan from 
mainland China over Thursday 
and Friday, according to a state¬ 
ment from Cmdr. Reann Mom¬ 
msen, a spokeswoman for the 7th 
Fleet. 

The Russell transited the strait 
“in accordance with international 
law,’’ she said in an email Mon¬ 
day. The ship’s passage “demon¬ 
strates the U.S. commitment to a 
free and open Indo-Pacific.” 

China typically protests U.S. 
presence in the strait, but mili¬ 
tary and foreign affairs officials 
were silent as of Monday. State- 
run media, however, took note. 

The English-language Global 
Times newspaper, in a report 
Friday, quoted Chinese military 
expert Song Zhongping, who 
characterized the Russell’s tran¬ 
sit as “a provocation to the Chi¬ 
nese mainland.’’ 

Summing up other analysts, 
the report stated: “The move is 
not only preparing the U.S. mili¬ 
tary for a potential conflict in the 
region and an attempt to provoke 
the Chinese mainland, but also 
an attempt to shift domestic pres¬ 
sure from widespread protests, 
[the coronavirus] and a poor 
economy, for which the Chinese 
mainland should maintain its 
strategic focus and not dance to 
the US.’ tune.’’ 

The pace of naval operations 
picked up this year as both na¬ 
tions seek an advantage against 


the backdrop of the pandemic 
and resulting international eco¬ 
nomic slowdown. In addition to its 
presence in the Taiwan Strait, the 
Navy has sent warships past con¬ 
tested areas of the South China 
Sea, territory that China consid¬ 
ers its own. 

China regards Taiwan as a 
break-away province and the 
strait as territorial waters. 

The U.S. under the “One China’’ 
policy acknowledges that Beijing 
considers Taiwan part of China. 
However, the U.S. provides aid 
to the self-governing island’s 
defense. 

The Global Times, quoting 
Song, said U.S. transits send the 
wrong signal “to Taiwan seces¬ 
sionists,” by letting them think 
the U.S. military is backing them 
up. 

In mid-May, the U.S. sent the 
guided-missile destroyer USS 
McCampbell through the strait, 
a week ahead of the inauguration 
of Taiwan’s incumbent President 
Tsai Ing-wen, who opposes reuni¬ 
fication with China. 

China demonstrated its mari¬ 
time might in April, when its 
Liaoning carrier passed twice 
through the Miyako Strait, a 155- 
mile-wide corridor separating 
the Japanese islands of Miyako 
and Okinawa. 

The Chinese in late May sent its 
first domestically built aircraft 
carrier, the Shandong, from the 
Dalian Shipyard out for sea tri¬ 
als, according to the South China 
Morning Post. The Hong Kong- 
based newspaper reported May 
29 that a coronavirus outbreak 
had previously interrupted the 
carrier’s training regime. It left 
Dalian on May 25 for training in 
the northern Yellow Sea, accord¬ 
ing to a June 2 report in Naval 
News. 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 



Sean Lynch/U.S. Navy 


Ensign Ryan O’Neal searches for surface contacts from the pilot 
house as the guided-missile destroyer USS Russell sails through the 
Taiwan Strait, on Thursday. 
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Personnei at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, help move a refurbished F-4 Phantom fighter jet to the traffic 
circle by the northside gym Monday, where it is on static dispiay. 


Legendary F-4 Phantom II goes 
on display at Ramstein Air Base 



Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — An F-4 Phantom II fight¬ 
er-bomber that entered service 
60 years ago and flew combat 
missions during the Vietnam War 
went on display outside the north- 
side gym on base Monday. 

The refurbished two-seat, 
twin-engine jet was transported 
from a squadron building near 
the flight line across the base in 
an effort that took two days and 
involved temporarily blocking 
several roads. The aircraft was 
finally lifted into its display lo¬ 
cation in the middle of a traffic 
circle Monday. 

Airmen with the 86th Mainte¬ 
nance Group and the 86th Civil 
Engineering Group spent months 
preparing the Phantom to be 
showcased, from plugging up 
holes to prevent birds from nest¬ 
ing inside the aircraft to strip¬ 
ping it of military hardware and 
giving it a new paint scheme, of¬ 
ficials said. 

This Phantom arrived in Eu¬ 
rope in 1969 and flew sorties for 
the 86th Airlift Wing when it was 


a tactical unit, base officials said. 
It flew at Zweibruecken Air Base 
until October 1991, before being 
transferred to Ramstein, where 
it was used for many years as a 
ground trainer. 

The F-4 Phantom II is the most 
famous American fighter-bomb¬ 
er of the 1960s and 1970s. The jet, 
which entered squadron service 


with the Navy in 1960, was also 
adopted by the Air Force until it 
was retired in the 1990s. 

The Phantom at Ramstein joins 
a Korean War-era F-86F Sabre 
jet, which has been on static dis¬ 
play outside the base mall for the 
past decade. 

news@stripes.com 


Army colonel pulls Japanese man from 
flipped car near Sagami General Depot 


By Christian Lopez 
AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — A Japanese driver 
was pulled from his smoking van 
by an Army colonel from Sagami 
General Depot after the vehicle 
flipped near the base on Friday 
morning. 

Col. Patrick Costello, com¬ 
mander of the 38th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade, was west¬ 
bound on Sagamihara Route 507 
toward the depot on the outskirts 
of Tokyo when he saw the van 


topple over. 

“The vehicle was directly in 
front of me and veered into a curb 
with a steel post,” he told Stars 
and Stripes via email Monday. 
“The curb was elevated after a 
driveway and it forced the car to 
flip up and on its side.” 

Costello worked with another 
American from the base and a 
Japanese civilian to pull the man 
out of the smoking vehicle. 

“He appeared to be in shock,” 
he said. “His airbag had deployed 
and he was dazed.” 


The Sagamihara Fire Depart¬ 
ment arrived with an ambulance 
followed by the Sagamihara 
Police. 

The driver suffered no injuries 
and did not require an ambu¬ 
lance, a fire department spokes¬ 
man said Monday. 

A Sagamihara Police spokes¬ 
man declined to provide fur¬ 
ther details due to ongoing 
investigation. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: Clopez_Stripes 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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WAR/MILITARY _ 

Action: USFK commander says 
‘zero room for racism in military’ 



U.S. Air Force 


Team Osan gathers for a unity prayer vigil Sunday, to give airmen, 
their families and others an opportunity to discuss race and 
inequality facing black service members. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I feel safer outside the coun¬ 
try that I serve than I do in it, so 
I want to know aside from words 
what actions are going to take 
place because I’m tired,” she 
said. 

Anger over Floyd’s death, 
which was captured on video, has 
sparked massive protests calling 
for racial justice and an end to po¬ 
lice brutality in the United States. 
It also has led to soul searching in 
the military, which has long prid¬ 
ed itself as promoting diversity. 

Nearly 19% of active-duty en¬ 
listed service members are black, 
but that number falls sharply to 
just under 9% when it comes to 
officers, according to a 2018 De¬ 
fense Department demographics 
report. Many also complain that 
they are unfairly targeted by the 
military justice system and re¬ 
ceive unfair sentences compared 
to their white counterparts. 

Falling short 

Abrams convened the two-hour 
town hall-style meeting dubbed 
“Stronger Together” at a chapel 
on Camp Humphreys — with 
everybody in civilian clothes — 
after tweeting on Friday that he 
had spoken privately with several 
black service members and had 
directed leaders at all echelons to 
hold discussions on the issue. 

While the event only drew a few 
dozen people in-person, it also 


was broadcast live on Facebook 
and had 27,000 views by Monday 
evening. 

Most in the audience wore face 
masks and every other pew was 
roped off to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

“Now, from my time of service 
I’ve tried real hard to be part of 
the solution, and it was really 
difficult for me to come to grasp 
this week that I have fallen way 
short in helping eliminate racism 
and bigotry in our own ranks,” 
Abrams said. 

“Let me be clear about this — 
we are better together where ev¬ 
eryone is treated with dignity and 
respect regardless of the color 
of their skin, or their gender, or 
where they practice their faith, 
or whether they practice faith at 
all, or their gender orientation,” 
he added. “I also want to be clear 
about this. There is zero room, 
zero, for racism and bigotry and 
hate in the military.” 

Troops and other members of 
the military community also ex¬ 
pressed concern about families 
at home and asked how they can 
express solidarity without violat¬ 
ing regulations against political 
activity. 

The director of USFK’s office 
of judge advocate gave troops 
a green light to participate in 
gatherings planned on base to 
denounce racism and social in¬ 
justice, including a candlelight 
vigil that he said was scheduled 
for Thursday on Camp Hum¬ 


phreys. The community at Osan 
Air Base held a candlelight vigil 
on Sunday. 

“You can speak. You can shout. 
You can march. You can protest. 
You can demonstrate, and you 
can do all of these things on this 
and every USFK installation,” 
said Col. Robert Penland. “I ask 
only please that you do not do so 
in connection with a particular 
candidate or incumbent in any 
political office.” 

Penland also apologized for 
earlier guidance that he said may 
have “inadvertently” created the 
impression that racial injustice 
and systemic racism is a political 
issue. He said troops may wear 
T-shirts with slogans like “Black 
Lives Matter.” 

“That’s not a problem. That’s 
not a political statement,” he 
said, adding later in an email that 
troops are still barred from par¬ 
ticipating in demonstrations off 
base. 

Starting dialogue 

Many black service members 
said the forum was the first time 
they had felt free to discuss race 
during long military careers. 

Lt. Col. Nick Williams, who is 
assigned to USFK headquarters, 
said he initially “huddled in cor¬ 
ners” with other black officers 
and civilians to talk about Floyd’s 
killing, but he grew increasingly 
frustrated and worried for his son 
and daughter. 


“I’m not an emotional person, 
but over the past couple weeks 
I’ve been a different person. It 
changed me,” he said. “I also 
started feeling disappointed be¬ 
cause in the Army we’re supposed 
to be better. We’re supposed to be 
a brotherhood.” 

In true military fashion, he of¬ 
fered a new acronym, CAREEE, 
which stands for creating a safe 
space for dialogue, acknowledg¬ 
ing the problem, recognizing 
how it’s affecting unit morale, 
empathizing with those affected, 
emphasizing resources available 
and empowering leaders with 
knowledge. 

Sgt. Mqj. Keyana Washington, 
who is assigned to the 65th Medi¬ 
cal Brigade, suggested that the 


military review the outcomes and 
results of past courts-martial and 
nonjudicial punishment at all lev¬ 
els to determine the disparity. 

“I’m sure they’ll be very simi¬ 
lar to what the outcomes are to 
our society and communities at 
home,” she said. “And when you 
receive those results how are we 
going to change or reconstruct 
the military justice system?” 

Abrams promised action. 

“This is a small step of a larger 
effort,” he said. “We’re going to 
develop an action plan with real 
meat on the bones to get after 
this. We are not going to put up 
with this one second longer this 
time.” 


gamel.klm(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


FBI investigating link 
between two ambush 
killings of Calif, police 


Taliban are readying for talks 
with Kabul political leaders 


By Martha Mendoza 

Associated Press 

SANTA CRUZ, Calif — The 
FBI and local investigators are 
trying to determine a possible 
link between the ambush-style 
killing of a Northern California 
sheriff’s deputy Saturday night 
and that of a federal officer who 
was fatally shot outside the U.S. 
courthouse in Oakland more than 
a week ago. 

The FBI office in San Fran¬ 
cisco confirmed Sunday its inves¬ 
tigators were working with the 
Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment to determine a possible 
motive and links to other crimes 
committed in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, including the attack 
that killed a Federal Protective 
Service officer and critically 
wounded another officer on May 
29. Both involved shooters in a 
van. 

An active-duty U.S. Air Force 
sergeant has been arrested on 
suspicion of fatally shooting 
Santa Cruz Sheriff’s Sgt. Damon 
Gutzwiller, 38, and wounding two 


other officers Saturday. 

Santa Cruz County Sheriff 
Jim Hart said Gutzwiller was a 
beloved 14-year veteran of the 
force. 

“There’s a hole in all of our 
hearts now,” he said at a vigil 
Sunday that drew more than a 
thousand mourners. 

On Saturday, deputies respond¬ 
ed to a 911 call around 1:30 p.m. 
about a suspicious van in Ben 
Lomond, an unincorporated area 
near Santa Cruz. The caller said 
there were guns and bomb-mak¬ 
ing devices inside. Hart said. 

When deputies arrived, the 
van pulled away and the deputies 
followed. The van went down a 
driveway at a home, and the dep¬ 
uties were ambushed by gunfire 
and explosives after getting out of 
their vehicle. 

Gutzwiller was wounded and 
later died at a hospital. Another 
deputy was wounded by gunfire 
or shrapnel and struck by a ve¬ 
hicle as the suspect fled. 

The suspect, Steven Carrillo, 
32, attempted a carjacking and 
was shot during his arrest. Hart 



Gutzwiller 


said. He was being treated at the 
hospital for non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

Carrillo will be charged with 
first-degree murder. Hart said. 

Carrillo had arrived at Travis 
Air Force Base, 50 miles north¬ 
east of San Francisco, in June 
2018 and was a member of the 
60th Security Forces Squadron, a 
base spokesman said. 

The FBI has been trying to 
identify a suspect and motive 
in the drive-by shooting outside 
the Ronald V. Dellums Federal 
Building that killed Dave Patrick 
Underwood, 53, and critically in¬ 
jured a fellow officer. They had 
been monitoring a nearby protest 
over the death of George Floyd. 

Surveillance cameras captured 
a white Ford van believed to be 
driven by the shooter or shooters. 
The FBI said the vehicle did not 
appear to have license plates. 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The Taliban 
have started putting together 
their agenda for negotiations 
with the political leadership in 
Kabul, Taliban officials said, a 
significant first step toward talks 
seen as perhaps the most critical 
next phase in the Afghan peace 
process. 

No date has yet been set for ne¬ 
gotiations but Washington’s peace 
envoy is currently crisscrossing 
the region in efforts to advance 
the U.S.-Taliban accord signed 
earlier this year. 

Zalmay Khalilzad, the archi¬ 
tect of Washington’s deal with 


the Taliban, was in Pakistan 
over the weekend, meeting with 
the political and military leader¬ 
ship, according to a U.S. Embassy 
statement on Monday. 

The Taliban leadership council, 
meanwhile, began taking propos¬ 
als from its members in prepara¬ 
tion for the start of negotiations, 
Taliban officials said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not authorized to 
speak to the media. 

They cited Taliban leader 
Haibatullah Akhunzada, who 
expressed the insurgent group’s 
readiness to participate in the 
talks with Kabul. 
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DOD: 38 states, 5 nations can end travel limits 



James Brooks/U.S. Army 


Soldiers and families PCS-ing from U.S. Army Garrison Italy load 
their luggage onto the shuttle bus to Venice Marco POlo Airport in 
August. Italy is not on the Defense Department's list of states and 
host countries that have met the conditions to allow for troops and 
their families to travel during the coronavirus pandemic. 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Almost 40 
states and five countries have 
met conditions to allow for ser¬ 
vice members and their families 
to travel during the coronavi¬ 
rus pandemic, the Pentagon an¬ 
nounced Monday. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
signed a memorandum May 22 
that laid out the conditions need¬ 
ed for locations to allow for travel 
to and from bases. Esper had put 
in place stop-movement orders 
on official travel for all Defense 
Department personnel and their 
families in March due to the coro¬ 
navirus pandemic. 

The Pentagon’s list only in¬ 
cludes states and countries that 
have met conditions to lift travel 
restrictions as of Monday. No 
specific military installations 
in these states or countries are 
listed. 

The criteria that states and 
countries must meet to become 
“green locations,” or allow for 


lifting restrictions, are the re¬ 
moval of shelter-in-place orders 
or travel restrictions, a 14-day 
decline in flu or virus symptoms, 
and a 14-day decline in new cases 
or positive tests, according to the 
Pentagon statement. 

Each installation or depart¬ 
ment facility will be assessed by 
its military service and combat¬ 
ant commanders to determine 
whether to lift travel restrictions 
based on local conditions and ser¬ 
vice availabilities, even if they are 
in a green location. These condi¬ 
tions include lifting of local travel 
restrictions, availability of essen¬ 
tial services such as child care, 
and sufficient medical treatment 
facility capacity, according to Es- 
per’s memo. 

Service members should work 
with their chain of command or 
their military service to see if 
an installation has lifted travel 
restrictions, Jessica Maxwell, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman, wrote 
Monday in an email. 

Locations that are not included 
on the green locations list are still 


under the stop-movement order, 
which has been extended indefi¬ 
nitely. States and host nations 
can have their travel restrictions 
reassessed if there is “any subse¬ 
quent significant change” from 
local outbreaks, according to Es- 
per’s memo. 

As of Monday, the list of 38 
green states and the District of 
Columbia includes some of those 
that had the most cases of the 
virus in the United States, such 
as New York and Massachusetts. 
Virginia, where the Pentagon 
is located, is not on the list, but 
Maryland is. 

South Korea, seen as an early 
success story at the start of the 
pandemic in its strict shutdown 
and testing policies, is not on the 
list. Japan, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Belgium and Bahrain 
are the only host nations that 
have met the conditions to allow 
for travel as of Monday. 

kenney.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (acaitlinmkenney 


Military eases 
restrictions at 
4 bases in Japan 



Akifumi IsHiKAWA/Stars and Stripes 


A child plays across from the guided-missile destroyers USS John S. McCain, left, and USS Russell at 
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on April 14. Virus restrictions are easing at some military bases in Japan. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Broad, strict measures 
designed to curb the coronavi¬ 
rus’ spread among U.S. service 
members in Japan have been 
eased at four installations on the 
mainland. 

Yokosuka Naval Base and Naval 
Air Facility Atsugi, both in Kana- 
gawa prefecture south of Tokyo, 
loosened their shelter-in-place or¬ 
ders Monday, according to Face- 
book posts by their commanders. 
In western Japan, the command¬ 
er of Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni allowed personnel living 
off base greater freedom in near¬ 
by Hiroshima. 

At Yokota Air Base, home to 
U.S. Forces Japan in western 
Tokyo, the base commander on 
Friday eased restrictions to allow 
limited use of public transporta¬ 
tion for travel to school, work and 
day care. 

Yokosuka and Atsugi residents 
may now leave the installations 
for take-out food, groceries and 
outdoor exercise, and those with 
access may now visit the bases 
without an “essential” purpose. 

Previously, base residents had 
been barred from leaving the in¬ 
stallations and off-base residents 
could enter only for essential ac¬ 
tivities such as work, commissary 
visits or medical services. The 
restrictions applied to military 
personnel. Defense Department 


civilian employees, contractors 
and their families. 

The change represents a “move 
toward Health Protection Con¬ 
dition Bravo,” the military’s 
moderate risk level, Yokosuka 
base commander Capt. Rich 
Jarrett said in a video posted to 
Facebook. 

Condition Bravo also indicates 
there is a risk of “increased com¬ 
munity transmission,” according 
to the Department of Defense. 
U.S. Forces Japan has been under 
condition Charlie, or “substantial 
risk” of infection, since March 
25. 

“These measures are not in¬ 
tended to sound the all-clear for 
COVID-19,” Jarrett said, refer¬ 
ring to the disease caused by the 
coronavirus. “In fact, cases are 
rising again in the Tokyo metro¬ 
politan area and we must continue 
to restrain our activities.” 

The number of new, daily coro¬ 
navirus cases spiked to 34 in the 
metro area on June 2, exceeding 
the previous daily high of 30 on 
May 14, according to the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government web¬ 
site. On Thursday, the govern¬ 
ment recorded 28 new cases and 
on Saturday, 26. In mid-May, it 
recorded a one-day high of 206 
new cases. 

Yokosuka and Atsugi also gave 
the green light to off-base outdoor 
exercise, including running, hik¬ 
ing and biking within limits. 

Yokosuka personnel and fami¬ 
lies can go outdoors anywhere 
in the Miura Peninsula. Those 


at Atsugi must stay within 3.1 
miles of the installation. Trips 
to Yokohama and Tokyo remain 
prohibited. 

“COVID-19 remains as conta¬ 
gious as ever. We remain as vul¬ 
nerable today as we were when 
the virus began spreading,” 
Atsugi commander Capt. Lloyd 
Mack said in a statement posted 
to Facebook on Sunday. “It is only 
through the development and suc¬ 
cessful application of protective 
measures ... that we are able to 
restore more freedom of move¬ 
ment opportunities.” 

At MCAS Iwakuni, base com¬ 
mander Col. Lance Lewis autho¬ 
rized local leave in Hiroshima for 
personnel who live there but said 
the city is still off limits to those 
who do not. 

At Yokota, 374th Airlift Wing 
commander Col. Otis Jones in an 
order dated Friday said person¬ 
nel assigned there may use pub¬ 
lic transportation for commuting 
to work, school or day care when 
private transport is unavailable or 


impractical. 

“For all other essential ser¬ 
vices, travel is only permitted by 
[privately owned vehicle] or pri¬ 
vate means,” he wrote. 

The easing of restrictions at 
naval and Marine bases coincided 
with the official deployment Mon¬ 
day of the aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan, its strike group 
and air wing, which is based at 
MCAS Iwakuni. Many of the mea¬ 
sures were intended to keep the 
crews healthy until they left on 
patrol. 

Jarrett, in an April 16 Facebook 
video, said much of the base’s 
coronavirus restrictions were 
“designed to support” those who 
were preparing to deploy. 

U.S. Naval Forces Japan com¬ 
mander Rear Adm. Brian Fort, in 
an April 22 Facebook video, said 
lifting the shelter-in-place order 
at that time would “jeopardize our 
abilities to deploy our warships, 
our squadrons and our sailors in 
a COVID-free status.” 

Despite Monday’s announce¬ 


ments, most restrictions at those 
bases remain in place. At Yokosu¬ 
ka, for example, no one may come 
within six feet of someone who 
does not live in their households. 

Public transportation remains 
off limits, except for travel to 
work, and personnel and families 
still must follow social distancing 
guidelines, wear masks inside all 
buildings and wash hands regu¬ 
larly. The bases also continue 
health screenings at their gates. 

Still, Fort said the “finish line 
is in sight” for the first phase of 
coronavirus restrictions in a video 
posted to Facebook on May 29. 

“Our approach to this transi¬ 
tion will continue to be deliber¬ 
ate and phased with actions and 
liberty relaxations to designed to 
increase normal life activities in 
a very responsible manner,” he 
said. 


Stars and Stripes reporter Seth Robson 
contributed to this report. 
doornbos.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (gCaitlinDoornbos 
bolinger.jamesdJStripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 
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Japanese group plans 
nationwide fireworks 
display to lift spirits 



Pixabay 


A nonprofit group from northern Japan is planning nationwide fireworks displays aimed at lifting spirits 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — A group of fire¬ 
works aficionados in northern 
Japan is planning synchronized, 
nationwide fireworks displays 
this summer to show appreciation 
and support for fireworks makers 
and to lift people’s spirits amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The nonprofit organization, 
whose name translates to “the as¬ 
sociation that loves Japanese fire¬ 
works,” is from Daisen city, Akita 
prefecture. Daisen is the home of 
the Omagari fireworks festival, 
one of the largest fireworks festi¬ 
vals in Japan. 

As of last Monday, 81 firework 
companies from 29 prefectures 
had signed onto the nationwide 
event, according to the group’s 
crowdfunding website. The group 
asked fireworks makers that take 
part in the Omagari fireworks to 
participate. 

The fireworks makers will ei¬ 
ther set off fireworks in their pre¬ 


fecture or send them to Omagari 
for the display there or do both, 
the organization’s secretary, 
Tomohiro Mogamiya, said in a 
phone interview last week. 

“We have been cheered up by 
fireworks,” the group’s website 
says. “It’s our turn to cheer up 
fireworks manufacturers and the 
fireworks industry by shooting 
off fireworks.” 

The group is soliciting dona¬ 
tions to pay for the event through 
the crowdfunding site Fan Akita. 
It is accepting donations through 
July 10. 

A date for the nationwide event 
has not yet been set. The group 
originally planned not to publicize 
the nationwide fireworks displays 
to avoid crowds gathering. 

However, that plan present¬ 
ed potential problems, such as 
scared pets and inconvenience 
for the hearing impaired. The 
group may change its approach 
but is still working out the details, 
Mogamiya said. 


The organization is made up of 
individuals and groups, includ¬ 
ing fireworks makers, and aims 
to deepen understanding of the 
Japanese tradition and art of fire¬ 
works, according to the group’s 
website. 

Many fireworks makers have 
lost business opportunities this 
year as many fireworks displays 
and festivals are being canceled 
to prevent large gatherings that 
could lead to further spread of 


the coronavirus. The Japanese 
government is still discouraging 
large gatherings. 

Also, the manufacturers are al¬ 
lowed to store only a certain num¬ 
ber of fireworks, so if they do not 
use them, they can’t make new 
ones, Mogamiya said. 

“We wanted to create an op¬ 
portunity [for fireworks makers] 
to display fireworks,” Mogamiya 
said. 

The group also hopes to cheer 


up health care providers and those 
who are sticking with an inconve¬ 
nient lifestyle that comes with re¬ 
stricting the virus’ spread. 

“It’s probably the first time for 
people to experience summer 
without fireworks,” Mogami¬ 
ya said. “We hope everyone 
will cheer up by watching the 
fireworks.” 

kusumoto.hanadistripes.com 
Twitter: diHanaKusumoto 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

NYC reopening tests a city torn by crises 



By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Scarred by the 
deadliest coronavirus outbreak in 
the nation, New York City gradu¬ 
ally began reopening Monday in a 
turning point in the three-month¬ 
long crisis and a life-and-death 
test of the city’s discipline. 

With the virus in check — at 
least for now — stores previ¬ 
ously deemed nonessential were 
cleared to reopen for delivery 
and curbside pickup, though cus¬ 
tomers cannot yet browse inside. 
Construction, manufacturing and 
wholesalers also received the go- 
ahead to resume work. 

“This is the place where it was 
going to be the hardest to make a 
comeback, and yet New York City 
is so strong and resilient, we are 
making that comeback,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. 

But he warned the city against 
letting its guard down and jeop¬ 
ardizing its hard-won progress 
against the virus: “Let’s hold onto 
it. Let’s build on it.” 

Unrest over racism and police 
brutality could compound the 
challenges facing the nation’s big¬ 
gest city as it tries to move past 


three bleak months. Officials who 
had focused for months on public 
health and economic woes are 
now also facing urgent pressure 
for police reform. 

“All eyes will be on New York 
this next couple of months,” said 
urban policy expert Jonathan 
Bowles, executive director of the 
Center for an Urban Future. “The 
city now has to prove that it really 
knows what it’s doing, that it can 


still be a dense city like New York 
and yet figure this out.” 

Edwin Arce thinks that the city 
can regroup. A chef at a Manhat¬ 
tan restaurant, he was heartened 
to see more customers than ex¬ 
pected when it reopened for take¬ 
out and delivery. 

“As a city, we are ready to be 
back, start going out, living life 
— with the new reality, though,” 
of masks and 6-foot separation. 


said Arce, 31. 

New York City, which has a 
population of 8.3 million, has al¬ 
ready reawakened somewhat as 
warm weather drew people out¬ 
doors, more restaurants offered 
carryout service and thousands 
of people marched in protest over 
the killing of George Floyd at the 
hands of Minneapolis police. 

Subway ridership is ticking 
back up after plunging from 5.4 


million rides per weekday in Feb¬ 
ruary to under 450,000 in April, 
the city’s transit agency said. 
Subway schedules are returning 
to normal, though there are signs 
showing riders how far apart to 
stand on platforms, and the 1 a.m.- 
to-5 a.m. shutdowns that began in 
May will continue so that trains 
can be cleaned. 

But as the city tries to recov¬ 
er economically, will the virus 
strike back? 

“It’s going to be a big test,” said 
Dr. Bruce Polsky, a city resident 
who is chairman of medicine at 
NYU Winthrop Hospital in sub¬ 
urban Mineola. 

Months of social distancing, 
mask-wearing, hand-washing, 
shock and fear have made New 
Yorkers better prepared to keep 
the coronavirus under control, 
health experts said. 

Yet Dr. Ian Lipkin, a Columbia 
University epidemiologist who 
had COVID-19 himself in March, 
is concerned that the virus might 
spread at the protests following 
Floyd’s May 25 death. And the 
virus’s toll — in lives, despair 
and exhaustion — weighs on him: 
“It’s very difficult to see how we 
recover.” 


New Zealand appears to have eradicated virus, for now 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— New Zealand appears to have 
completely eradicated the coro¬ 
navirus — at least for now — after 
health officials said Monday that 
the last known infected person 
had recovered. 

The announcement was greeted 
with joy around the country and 
means that the nation of 5 million 
people will be among the first to 
welcome throngs of fans back into 
sports stadiums, embrace crowd¬ 
ed concerts and remove seating 
restrictions from flights. 

It has been 17 days since the 
last new case was reported, dur¬ 


ing which time an additional 
40,000 people have been tested, 
bringing the total number tested 
to about 300,000. Monday marked 
the first time since late February 
that there were no active cases. 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said that she was confident New 
Zealand had halted the spread of 
the virus, but it still must be pre¬ 
pared for more. 

“We are confident we have 
eliminated transmission of the 
virus in New Zealand for now, but 
elimination is not a point in time, 
it is a sustained effort,” she said 
at a news conference. “We al¬ 
most certainly will see cases here 
again, and I do want to say that 
again, we will almost certainly 


see cases here again, and that is 
not a sign that we have failed, it 
is a reality of this virus. But if 
and when that occurs, we have to 
make sure — and we are — that 
we are prepared.” 

More cases are likely to be im¬ 
ported as people enter the coun¬ 
try. For now, the border remains 
shut to all but citizens and resi¬ 
dents, with some limited excep¬ 
tions. Everybody who does enter 
has to go into quarantine. 

Ardern announcedthattheCab- 
inet had agreed to remove almost 
all remaining virus restrictions 
from midnight, with the excep¬ 
tion of the border strictures. 

“We can hold public events 
withoutlimitations. Private events 


such as weddings, functions and 
funerals without limitations,” Ar¬ 
dern said. “Retail is back without 
limitations. Hospitality is back 
without limitations. Public trans¬ 
port and travel across the country 
is fully opened.” 

Experts said that a number of 
factors have helped New Zealand 
wipe out the disease. Its isolated 
location in the South Pacific gave 
it vital time to see the devastating 
spread of the virus in other coun¬ 
tries. Ardern also acted decisive¬ 
ly by imposing a strict lockdown 
early in the outbreak. 

She said that her government’s 
focus will be on the country’s bor¬ 
ders, where isolation and quaran¬ 
tine will continue. 


Just over 1,500 people con¬ 
tracted the virus in New Zealand, 
including 22 who died. 

Eliminating the virus won’t end 
the economic pain for the coun¬ 
try. Thousands of people have lost 
their jobs. The tourism industry, 
which accounts for about 10% of 
the economy, has been particu¬ 
larly hard hit. 

But Monday was a time of cel¬ 
ebration for many. Ardern said 
that when she heard there were 
no more active cases, she did a 
little dance in her living room in 
front of her daughter Neve, who 
turns 2 this month. Ardern said 
that the toddler had no idea what 
was going on, but was happy to 
join her. 


Air Force creates ‘one-stop shop’ at Yokota to speed up PCS process 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
The coronavirus is changing the 
way the Air Force handles ser¬ 
vice members’ moves to new duty 
stations, according to airmen at 
the home of US. Forces Japan in 
western Tokyo. 

Yokota is dealing with a back¬ 
log of permanent change of sta¬ 
tion, or PCS, moves that built up 
following a stop movement order 
announced by Secretary of De¬ 
fense Mark Esper in April and 
extended indefinitely. 

The order includes waivers for 
such things as mission-essential 
operations, so some service mem¬ 
bers are already on the move and 


officials are gearing up for more 
travel when it expires. 

Yokota, which expects to 
transfer 600 service members 
and their families to other duty 
stations from now until Decem¬ 
ber, has changed its process to 
streamline moves and maintain 
social distancing. 

Airmen from agencies deal¬ 
ing with issues such as housing, 
flights, household goods shipment 
and finance gather in Yokota’s 
Airmen and Family Readiness 
Center three days a week. 

Personnel with PCS orders 
pass through the center every 
15 minutes, said Senior Airman 
Jacqueline Caraway, of San Anto¬ 
nio, Texas, a member of Yokota’s 
force support squadron, which is 


helping run the process. 

“We created a one-stop shop for 
members to process more effi¬ 
ciently and limit the contact they 
have with others,” she said. 

In a normal PCS season, air¬ 
men would visit offices all over 
the base to out-process, she said. 

The support squadron’s person¬ 
nel flight superintendent. Senior 
Master Sgt. Ines Watkins, 40, of 
Panama, said that a separate task 
force is helping inbound person¬ 
nel, who need to quarantine for 14 
days on arrival. 

“We have mitigated all the 
stress they have with PCSing in 
these unprecedented times,” she 
said. 

The coronavirus has taught 
the Air Force to improve the way 


it handles PCS moves, Watkins 
added. 

“This is something we could do 
in the future,” she said. “It’s sav¬ 
ing a lot of time that people can 
spend with their families.” 

Yokota has been dealing with 
a surge in moves in recent weeks 
to catch up with people held up 
during March and April, accord¬ 
ing to the installation’s transport 
officer, Scott Cole, 50, of Osceola, 
Neb. 

A decision to schedule moves 
two months later than normal 
means that airmen and their 
families will still be changing 
duty stations in September and 
October, months that are normal¬ 
ly quiet, he said. 

The support squadron superin¬ 


tendent, Chief Master Sgt. Jason 
Caros, 42, of Franklinville, N.Y, 
said that the process is complicat¬ 
ed by summer typhoon season in 
Japan, during which many tran¬ 
sient airmen arrive at Yokota. 

Staff Sgt. Marko Zarraras, 
28, of Fort Worth, Texas, who 
was out-processing at the center 
Friday, said that things are run¬ 
ning more smoothly than his last 
move. 

Zarraras, a member of the De¬ 
fense Courier Service, is heading 
to Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

“You don’t have multiple ap¬ 
pointments,” he said. “They 
should keep doing it this way.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Guard departs DC; inquiry into helo 
use over protest to be finished soon 



Evan Vucci/AP 


A helicopter circles low as demonstrators kneel to protest the death 
of Geoi^e Floyd on June 1 near the White House in Washington. 


Dems kneel, then 
unveil their police 
reform overhaul 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An inves¬ 
tigation into the use of a D.C. 
National Guard helicopter over 
protesters Monday night in Wash¬ 
ington could be completed this 
week as Guard troops from out¬ 
side the city are sent home, the 
Army’s top civilian said. 

The UH-72 Lakota helicopter’s 
low flight over demonstrators in 
a so-called show-of-force maneu¬ 
ver typically used to intimidate 
enemy fighters on battlefields 
was not authorized by top Pen¬ 
tagon officials, Army Secretary 
Ryan McCarthy told reporters 
Sunday. The command investi¬ 
gation, known as a 15-6 inquiry, 
could be completed by midweek, 
he said. 

“The utilization of helicopters 
was authorized by me to the Na¬ 
tional Guard to observe and re¬ 
port,” McCarthy said, explaining 
he did not order the aircraft to fly 
aggressively. He declined to com¬ 
ment further on the incident until 
the inquiry was completed. 

The investigation’s findings 
could come after some 4,000 Na¬ 
tional Guard troops from at least 
10 states leave Washington, where 
they were deployed last week to 
help law enforcement officials 
respond to protesters after some 
demonstrations grew violent. Mc¬ 
Carthy on Sunday issued orders 
for those National Guard soldiers 
and airmen to return to their 
home states after large protests 
over police brutality and institu¬ 
tional racism on Saturday in the 
national capital were peaceful. 

National Guard officials said 
about 2,700 Guard troops from 
outside D.C. remained in the city 
on Monday and all were expected 
to leave by Wednesday. 

The influx of those troops from 
various states last week meant 
Pentagon officials did not have 
to move active-duty forces onto 
Washington’s streets, an action 
at times championed by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, but which 
Defense Department leaders said 
they opposed. Nonetheless, the 
Pentagon massed some 1,600 ac¬ 
tive-duty troops, including about 
700 infantrymen from the Ar¬ 
my’s 82nd Airborne Division, on 
the city’s outskirts. McCarthy on 
Sunday told reporters that Penta¬ 
gon leaders “came right up to the 
edge” of sending those troops into 
Washington. They have now all 
returned to their home installa¬ 
tions of Fort Bragg, N.C., and Fort 
Drum, N.Y. 

By Wednesday, only the nearly 
1,300 soldiers and airmen of the 
D.C. National Guard will remain 
on duty in the national capital, 
officials said. It was unclear how 
long those local Guard troops 
would remain activated. 

However, the pilots who were 
at the helm of the Lakota have 
been grounded since Wednesday, 
when the probe into their actions 
was launched. McCarthy said 
grounding those pilots was stan¬ 
dard procedure during a 15-6 
investigation. 

Trump took to Twitter last 
week to defend the pilot’s actions, 
video of which spread across so¬ 


cial media showing the helicop¬ 
ter’s rotors sending debris flying, 
breaking tree branches and dem¬ 
onstrators below it scattering. 

“The problem is not the very 
talented, low-flying helicopter pi¬ 
lots wanting to save our city, the 
problem is the arsonists, looters, 
criminals, and anarchists, want¬ 
ing to destroy it (and our Coun¬ 
try)!” Trump tweeted Thursday. 

The D.C. Guard’s commanding 
general. Army Mqj. Gen. Wil¬ 
liam Walker, said the helicopters, 
which featured medical mark¬ 
ings, had no orders to “disperse 
the crowd.” Instead, they were 
under direction to fly over the 
crowds to “observe and report” 
on the makeup and temperament 
of demonstrators and provide 
medical evacuation capability, if 
needed, he said. 

“As you know, that air space 
[over Washington] is restrict¬ 
ed. So, who else could do it but 
us?” Walker said. “So, we have 
permission to fly all the way to 
ground level and land to pick up 
injured people. So that’s why that 
Medevac aircraft was used. So, 
the investigation will confirm if it 
was proper use, but I had author¬ 
ity and it’s on us to provide the 
answers.” 

Pentagon officials on Sunday 
said Walker, McCarthy and Gen. 
James McConville, the Army’s 
chief of staff, were expected to 
answer lawmakers’ questions this 
week about the military response 
to nationwide protests sparked 
by the killing of a handcuffed 
black man, George Floyd, by a 
white Minneapolis police officer 
on May 25. The officer has since 
been fired and faces charges in 
the death, including second-de¬ 
gree murder. 

But House Armed Services 
Committee leaders have said 
they want to hear directly from 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
and Army Gen. Mark Milley, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. In a tweet on Friday, com¬ 
mittee Democrats — including 


Chairman Adam Smith, of Wash¬ 
ington state — said Esper and 
Milley “refused to testify.” 

“This is unacceptable,” the 
House Democrats wrote in an 
accompanying statement. “We 
insist that they appear before 
our committee. Our military 
leaders are sworn to be account¬ 
able to the people of this country, 
and Congress is constitutionally 
responsible for oversight. They 
must appear and testify on these 
crucial matters in order to meet 
that responsibility.” 

The Pentagon on Saturday, 
more than 24 hours after the 
House Democrats tweet, issued a 
statement that the Pentagon’s top 
civilian and military officer had 
not “refused” to testify and were 
in discussions via their legislative 
affairs team with House Armed 
Services Committee leaders on 
the issue. 

In the meantime, the Pentagon 
stated McCarthy, McConville and 
Walker would be made available 
to the committee. McCarthy said 
Sunday that he expected to speak 
with committee members Mon¬ 
day or Tuesday. 

Staffers for the House Armed 
Services Committee did not im¬ 
mediately respond Monday to re¬ 
quests for comment on the status 
of a hearing or briefing with Pen¬ 
tagon leaders. The committee’s 
schedule for the week did not 
include a hearing to consider the 
military response to the protests, 
as of early Monday afternoon. 

McCarthy on Sunday said he 
could provide lawmakers with the 
answers that they were seeking. 

“I think I’m in a good position 
to be able to explain a lot of these 
decisions, and [Maj.] Gen. Walk¬ 
er is the commander,” the Army 
secretary said. “I think we’re 
pretty well suited to explain our 
actions over the course of basical¬ 
ly from Friday, the 29th [of May], 
to today.” 

dickstein.coreydJstripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
proposed a sweeping overhaul of 
police oversight and procedures 
Monday, a potentially far-reach¬ 
ing legislative response to the 
mass protests denouncing the 
deaths of black Americans in the 
hands of law enforcement. 

Before unveiling the package. 
House and Senate Democrats held 
a moment of silence at the Capi¬ 
tol’s Emancipation Hall, reading 
the names of George Floyd and 
others killed during police inter¬ 
actions. They knelt for 8 minutes 
and 46 seconds — now a symbol 
of police brutality and violence 
— the length of time prosecutors 
say Floyd was pinned under a 
white police officer’s knee before 
he died. 

“We cannot settle for anything 
less than transformative struc¬ 
tural change,” said House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi, drawing on the 
nation’s history of slavery. 

The Justice in Policing Act 
would limit legal protections for 
police, create a national database 
of excessive-force incidents and 
ban police chokeholds, among 
other changes, according to an 
early draft. It is the most ambi¬ 
tious change to law enforcement 
sought by Congress in years. 

Rep. Karen Bass, D-Calif, 
chairwoman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, which is leading 
the effort, said called it “bold” 
and “transformative.” 


Associated Press 

Calls for deep police reforms 
gained momentum as leaders in 
the city where George Floyd died 
at the hands of police pushed to 
dismantle the entire department. 

Floyd’s death sparked nation¬ 
wide protests demanding a reck¬ 
oning with institutional racism 
that have sometimes resulted 
in clashes with police, but many 
officers took a less aggressive 
stance over the weekend when 
demonstrations were overwhelm¬ 
ingly peaceful. 

Two weeks after Floyd, an 
out-of-work black bouncer, died 
after a white Minneapolis officer 
pressed a knee on his neck for 
several minutes, a majority of the 
City Council vowed to dismantle 
the 800-member agency. 

“It is clear that our system of 
policing is not keeping our com¬ 
munities safe,” City Council 
President Lisa Bender said Sun¬ 
day. “Our efforts at incremental 
reform have failed, period.” 


Despite the worldwide protests, 
with tens of thousands of demon¬ 
strators taking to the streets in 
cities across America and abroad 
since Floyd was killed May 25, 
the idea of broad-based U.S. po¬ 
lice reforms remains politically 
polarized and highly uncertain in 
this election year. 

While Democrats are expected 
to swiftly approve the legislation 
this month, it does not go as far 
as some activists want to “defund 
the police." The outlook for pass¬ 
ing the package in the Republi¬ 
can-held Senate is slim. 

President Donald Trump was 
quick to characterize the Demo¬ 
crats as having “gone CRAZY!” 

As activists call for restructur¬ 
ing police departments the presi¬ 
dent tweeted, “LAW & ORDER, 
NOT DEFUND AND ABOLISH 
THE POLICE.” 

Republican campaign officials 
followed suit. 

“No industry is safe from the 
Democrats’ abolish culture,” said 
Michael McAdams, a spokesman 
for the House Republican cam¬ 
paign committee, in an email 
blast. “First they wanted to abol¬ 
ish private health insurance, then 
it was capitalism and now it’s the 
police.” 

Democrats fought back. 

“This isn’t about that,” Pelosi 
said. Congress is not calling for 
any wholesale defunding of law 
enforcement, leaving those deci¬ 
sions to local cities and states, she 
noted. 


The state of Minnesota has 
launched a civil rights investiga¬ 
tion of the Minneapolis Police 
Department, and the first con¬ 
crete changes came when the city 
agreed to ban chokeholds and 
neck restraints. On Sunday, nine 
of the Minneapolis City Council’s 
12 members vowed to end polic¬ 
ing as the city currently knows it. 
Mayor Jacob Frey said he doesn’t 
support the “full abolition” of the 
department. 

Protesters nationwide are de¬ 
manding police reforms, and 
calls to “defund the police” have 
become rallying cries for many. A 
heavy-handed response to dem¬ 
onstrations in many places has 
underscored what critics have 
maintained: Law enforcement is 
militarized and too often uses ex¬ 
cessive force. 

But U.S. protests in recent 
days have been overwhelmingly 
peaceful — and over the week¬ 
end, several police departments 
appeared to retreat from aggres¬ 
sive tactics. 


Police back off as peaceful 
protests push deep reforms 
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Hundreds line up for George Floyd's memorial 



Godofredo a. Vasquez, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Mourners are guided into the Fountain of Praise Church during a public visitation for George Floyd on 
Monday in Houston. Floyd died after being restrained by Minneapolis Police officers on May 25. 


By Juan A. Lozano 
AND Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Hundreds of 
mourners lined up outside a 
church in George Floyd’s native 
Houston for a final public viewing 
Monday as his death two weeks 
ago at the hands of police con¬ 
tinued whipping protesters, lead¬ 
ers and cities around the world 
into action over demands to ad¬ 
dress racial injustice and police 
brutality. 

As the doors opened at The 
Fountain of Praise church in 
Houston, where Floyd spent most 
of his life, Floyd was lying in an 
open gold-colored casket, dressed 
in a brown suit and blue tie. His 
body was escorted to what orga¬ 
nizers say will be a six-hour pub¬ 
lic viewing that was expected to 
draw thousands of mourners. 

Mourners, many wearingmasks 
and T-shirts with the words “I 
Can’t Breathe," stood 6 feet apart 
as they paused briefly to view the 
casket. Some made the sign of the 
cross as they passed by. On the 
stage behind the casket were two 
identical murals of Floyd wearing 
a black cap that read “Houston” 
and angel wings drawn behind 
him. 

Among those expected to attend 
the service was Republican Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott, who has called 
Floyd’s death a “horrific act of po¬ 
lice brutality.” 

Comill Adams, her husband 
Lamar Smith and their children, 
Shermame, 8, and Saniyah, 10, 


drove TVz hours from Okla¬ 
homa City to attend the public 
memorial. 

Adams and her family wore 
matching black T-shirts that had 
“George Floyd 1974-2020” on the 
front and “I Can’t Breathe” on 
the back. Adams said she had the 
shirts made for the memorial. 

Floyd died May 25 after a white 


Minneapolis police officer pressed 
his knee into his neck for several 
minutes even after he stopped re¬ 
sponding. His death has inspired 
international protests and drawn 
new attention to the treatment of 
African Americans by police and 
the criminal justice system. 

In Washington, Democrats in 
Congress proposed a sweeping 


overhaul of police oversight and 
procedures, a potentially far- 
reaching legislative response to 
the mass protests denouncing the 
deaths of black Americans at the 
hands of law enforcement. 

A majority of the Minneapolis 
City Council has vowed to disman¬ 
tle the city’s 800-member police 
agency. “It is clear that our sys¬ 


tem of policing is not keeping our 
communities safe,” City Council 
President Lisa Bender said Sun¬ 
day. “Our efforts at incremental 
reform have failed, period.” 

On Monday, Derek Chauvin 
— the officer filmed pressing his 
knee on Floyd’s neck and one of 
four to be fired from the depart¬ 
ment in the aftermath of Floyd’s 
death — was scheduled to make 
his first court appearance since 
the charge against him was up¬ 
graded to second-degree murder. 

Floyd’s funeral will be Tuesday, 
followed by burial at the Houston 
Memorial Gardens cemetery in 
suburban Pearland, where he will 
be laid to rest next to his mother, 
Larcenia Floyd. 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden planned to travel to Hous¬ 
ton to meet with Floyd’s family 
and will provide a video message 
for Floyd’s funeral service. Previ¬ 
ous memorials have taken place 
in Minneapolis and Raeford, N.C., 
near where Floyd was born. 

U.S. protests in recent days 
have been overwhelmingly peace¬ 
ful — and over the weekend, sev¬ 
eral police departments appeared 
to retreat from aggressive tactics. 

Several cities have also lifted 
curfews, including Chicago and 
New York City, where the gover¬ 
nor urged protesters to get tested 
for coronavirus and to proceed 
with caution until they had. Lead¬ 
ers around the country have 
expressed concern that demon¬ 
strations could lead to an increase 
in coronavirus cases. 


France to end 
police chokeholds 
amid death in US 

By Sylvie Corbet 

Associated Press 

PARIS — France’s top security official says police 
will no longer conduct chokeholds that have been 
blamed for multiple cases of asphyxiation and have 
come under renewed criticism after George Floyd’s 
death in the United States. 

With the French government under increasing 
pressure to address accusations of brutality and 
racism within the police force. Interior Minister 
Christophe Castaner announced Monday that “the 
method of seizing the neck via strangling will be 
abandoned and will no longer be taught in police 
schools.” 

He said that during an arrest, “it will now be for¬ 
bidden to push on the back of the neck or the neck.” 

Three days after Floyd died with a Minneapolis 
police officer choking off his air, another black man 
writhed on the tarmac of a street in Paris as a police 
officer pressed a knee to his neck during an arrest. 
French lawmakers have called for such practices to 
be banned, and they have raised criticism in other 
countries, too. 

France has seen several protests over the past 
week sparked by Floyd’s death, which is stirring up 
anger around the world. 

President Emmanuel Macron has stayed unusu¬ 
ally silent so far both about Floyd’s death and what’s 
happening in France. Macron’s office said he spoke 
to the prime minister and other top officials over the 
weekend, and asked Castaner to “accelerate” plans 
to improve police ethics that were initially promised 



Isa Harsin/AP 


French Interior Minister Christophe Castaner 
gestures during a media conference Monday in Faris. 
Castaner said police will no longer use chokeholds. 

in January. 

Last week, the Paris prosecutor’s office opened a 
preliminary investigation into racist insults and in¬ 
stigating racial hatred based on comments allegedly 
published by police in a private Facebook group. 

Separately, six police officers in the Normandy 
city of Rouen are under internal investigation over 
racist comments in a private WhatsApp group. Both 
incidents have prompted public concerns about ex¬ 
treme views among French police. 

Castaner acknowledged that there are racist po¬ 
lice officers and promised “zero tolerance” for rac¬ 
ism within the force going forward. 

Activists marched Monday in the western city of 
Nantes, and more demonstrations are planned in 
France on Tuesday, when Floyd is being buried. 


Former Naval Academy 
trustee apologizes for 
remarks on social media 


Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A 
former member of the U.S. Naval 
Academy alumni trustees issued 
an apology statement Sunday for 
racially insensitive comments 
made on social media. 

Retired Capt. Scott Bethmann 
was asked to resign as a trustee 
Saturday after a live conversa¬ 
tion with his wife that was posted 
on Facebook disparaged admis¬ 
sion by the academy of African 
Americans, Asian Americans 
and women. News reports said 
the couple didn’t appear to real¬ 
ize they were streaming via Face- 
book Live. 

“There are no words that can 
appropriately express how morti¬ 
fied and apologetic my wife and I 
are about the insensitive things 
we said that were captured on 
social media,” Bethmann said in 
the statement. “There is never a 
time when it is appropriate to use 
derogatory terms when speaking 
about our fellow man.“ 

The comments were made by 
Bethmann and his wife, Nancy, 
while they were watching TV 
news and discussing the Black 


Lives Matter movement. The 
Florida Times-Union reported 
they were overheard using a slur 
for African Americans and mak¬ 
ing other racial comments on the 
Facebook Live feed. 

The newspaper’s report said 
that by the end of the 33-minute 
accidental stream, which mostly 
showed a black screen, the video 
shows Bethmann realizing he’s 
live and pointing the camera at 
his cream colored couch. It said 
he began reading the comments 
aloud and asked, “What are they 
talking about?” before muttering 
“oops,” and cutting the feed. 

“These attributed statements 
do not represent the mission and 
values of the Alumni Association, 
the Naval Academy or the U.S. 
Navy,” Retired Admiral Samuel J. 
Locklear III said in a statement. 

Locklear, chairman of the 
academy’s alumni association, 
said he accepted Bethmann’s res¬ 
ignation as an alumni trustee and 
asked the chapter in Jacksonville, 
Fla., to appoint someone else to 
the position. 
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Trump campaign 
recalibrating amid 
virus, racial unrest 



Mail-in ballots are processed at the Chester County Voter Services office in West Chester, Pa., prior to 
the primary election. 

Dems look to counter GOP 
vote-by-mail fraud claims 


By Jonathan Lemire 
AND Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Less than 
five months before voters will 
decide his fate, President Donald 
Trump is confronting a vastly 
different political reality than he 
once envisioned. For starters, if 
the election were held today, he’d 
likely lose. 

The president. West Wing ad¬ 
visers and campaign aides have 
grown increasingly concerned 
about his reelection chances as 
they’ve watched Trump’s stand¬ 
ing take a pummeling first on 
his handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic, and now during a na¬ 
tionwide wave of protests against 
racial injustice. 

His allies worry that the presi¬ 
dent has achieved something his 
November foe had been unable to 
do: igniting enthusiasm in a Dem¬ 
ocratic Party base that’s been 
lukewarm to former Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden. 

Trump was facing tougher po¬ 
litical prospects even before the 
death of George Floyd, the black 
man who died after a white Min¬ 
neapolis police officer pressed his 
knee for almost nine minutes into 
Floyd’s neck last month. 

COVID-19’s mounting human 
and economic tolls — and the 
president’s defiant response 
— cost him support among con¬ 
stituencies that his campaign 
believes are key to victory in No¬ 
vember. His signature rallies had 
been frozen for months, and his 
cash advantage over Biden, while 
vast, wasn’t growing as quickly as 
hoped because the pandemic put 
a halt to high-dollar fundraisers. 

Internal campaign surveys and 
public polling showed a steady 
erosion in support for Trump 
among older people and in battle¬ 
ground states once believed to be 
leaning decisively in the presi¬ 
dent’s direction, according to six 
current and former campaign 


officials not authorized to speak 
publicly about private conversa¬ 
tions. The campaign recently 
launched a television ad blitz in 
Ohio, a state the president carried 
by 8 percentage points four years 
ago, and it sees trouble in Arizona 
and warning signs in once-deep- 
red Georgia. 

Trump aides have warned the 
president that the renewed na¬ 
tional conversation about racial 
injustice and the president’s big 
“law and order” push have ani¬ 
mated parts of the Democratic 
base — black and younger voters 
— whose lagging enthusiasm for 
Hillary Clinton in 2016 cleared 
the way for Trump’s narrow 
victory. 

“I have polls,” Trump told Fox 
News Radio on Thursday, dis¬ 
missing a spate of public surveys 
showing him trailing Biden in key 
states. “Just like last time, I was 
losing to Hillary in every state, 
and I won every state.” 

Though outwardly confident. 
Trump has complained to advis¬ 
ers in their roughly weekly White 
House meetings about the percep¬ 
tion that he is losing to Biden and 
has pressed his aides for strate¬ 
gies to improve his standing. 

Driving up Biden’s negative 
ratings is an imperative for the 
Trump team: It sees little that it 
can do to increase the president’s 
own favorability numbers, which 
have been stubbornly underwater 
since Trump took office. 

“The Trump campaign keeps 
calling the same play, talk¬ 
ing a big game and then getting 
smoked on the field," said Biden 
campaign spokesman TJ Ducklo. 
“The Trump Campaign and their 
Super PAC have spent nearly $20 
million attacking Biden since 
April 1, and they have watched 
Trump steadily decline in the 
polls.” 


By Brian Slodysko 
AND Nicholas Riccardi 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
are mounting a new effort to push 
back against a well-funded Re¬ 
publican campaign that seeks to 
undermine public confidence in 
mail-in-voting, which President 
Donald Trump has said, without 
offering proof, will lead to elec¬ 
tion fraud. 

Fair Fight, an organization led 
by former Georgia gubernatorial 
candidate Stacey Abrams, has 
joined forces with Priorities USA, 
the largest Democratic outside 
group, and American Bridge, the 
party’s opposition research clear¬ 
inghouse, to form a new effort 
called Voter Suppression Watch. 

The aim is to not only counter 
Republicans in the courts but in 
public relations, too, while play¬ 
ing offense by providing opposi¬ 
tion research that often forms the 
grist of critical news stories. 

“The 2020 election is the most 


pivotal election that I can think 
of, and we have known for a while 
that there would be efforts made 
to suppress the vote,” Abrams 
said Sunday in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “We need 
to not only have a concerted effort 
to push back, but we need to raise 
awareness, too.” 

Even before the coronavirus 
pandemic, a partisan fight over 
ballot access was playing out in a 
handful of state courts. But now 
that the virus has raised fears 
that in-person voting could be a 
threat to the elderly, those in poor 
health and people of color, whom 
statistics show have dispropor¬ 
tionately borne the brunt of its ef¬ 
fects, efforts to expand voting by 
mail have faced stiff opposition 
from Trump and his allies. 

They have argued, without of¬ 
fering evidence, that it will lead 
to increased voter fraud, even 
as they have encouraged Re¬ 
publicans to cast ballots by mail 
in a number of recent elections. 


Trump casts his own ballots by 
mail. 

Democrats have said that the 
Republican opposition to mail 
voting is also a smokescreen 
being used to push for broader 
voting limitations. 

“While everyone is focusing 
on the vote-by-mail argument, 
the architecture of their work is 
incredibly broad,” Abrams said. 
“One of our missions will be to 
raise the resources necessary to 
push back against their efforts 
across the country.” 

For over a decade. Republicans 
have enacted laws at the state 
level that Democrats have argued 
makes it harder for members of 
their base to vote. These include 
voter ID laws, efforts to limit 
polling locations in urban areas 
and rules that limit early voting. 
Republicans have argued that 
their efforts are aimed at limiting 
widespread voter fraud, though 
there’s little evidence to back 
those claims up. 


Colin Powell endorses Biden, says Trump is a liar and a danger to US 


The Washington Post 

Former military leaders kept 
up a barrage of criticism of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Sunday 
for his threat to use military force 
against protesters, warning that 
the commander in chief’s actions 
could drive a wedge between the 
US. military and civilians. 

The most withering critique 
came from Colin Powell in an 
interview on CNN’s “State of the 
Union.” The former secretary of 
state and chair of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff called Trump a chronic 
liar who had “drifted away” from 
the Constitution and become a 


danger to the country. 

Powell said that he plans to vote 
for Joe Biden for president and 
urged Americans to search their 
conscience and vote for the candi¬ 
date who is best for the country as 
a whole, not only themselves. 

“We’re not the country of just 
the president; we have a Con¬ 
gress, we have a Supreme Court,” 
said Powell, lamenting the si¬ 
lence from Republican members 
of Congress and lauding the re¬ 
tired military officials who have 
spoken out against Trump. 

“But most of all, we have the 
people of the United States, the 
ones who vote,” Powell said. “The 


ones who vote him in and the ones 
who vote him out. I couldn’t vote 
for him in 2016. I certainly can¬ 
not in any way support President 
Trump this year.” 

Trump responded nearly im¬ 
mediately on Twitter, calling 
Powell “a real stiff” and “highly 
overrated. 

“Colin Powell, a real stiff who 
was very responsible for getting 
us into the disastrous Middle 
East Wars, just announced he will 
be voting for another stiff. Sleepy 
Joe Biden,” Trump wrote. “Didn’t 
Powell say that Iraq had ‘weapons 
of mass destruction?’ They didn’t, 
but off we went to WAR!” 


Powell’s comments came after 
more than a week of large pro¬ 
tests across the nation over the 
killing of George Floyd by a Min¬ 
neapolis police officer who knelt 
on Floyd’s neck for nearly nine 
minutes. They come, too, days 
after US. Park Police used tear 
gas to clear peaceful protest¬ 
ers from a park near the White 
House so that Trump could walk 
to a nearby church for a photo op. 

Amid the image of a govern¬ 
ment under siege by its own citi¬ 
zens, a number of retired military 
leaders publicly rebuked Trump. 
Former defense secretary Jim 
Mattis called Trump a threat to 


the Constitution, criticizing him 
for acting in a way that divides 
rather than unifies Americans. 

Powell endorsed that sentiment 
and expressed concern that Re¬ 
publicans in Congress have not 
spoken out against him. 

“The one word I have to use 
with respect to what he’s been 
doing for the last several years 
is the word I would never have 
used before, never would have 
used with any of the four presi¬ 
dents I worked for — he lies,” 
Powell added. “He lies about 
things. And he gets away with it 
because people will not hold him 
accountable.” 
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Kent Porter, The Santa Rosa (Calif.) Press Democrat/AP 


Firefighters protect homes as a wildfire burns in Solano County near Winters, Calif., early Sunday. 

Calif, firefighters tackle 2 wildfires 

Associated Press 


Cristobal weakens 
to a depression, 
moves northward 


VACAVILLE, Calif. — One 
evacuation order was lifted Sun¬ 
day after firefighters gained the 
upper hand on a wildfire that 
destroyed three structures and 
threatened another 100 in a rural 
community, while another one 
was imposed elsewhere in North¬ 
ern California 

A fire broke out near a road 
about 15 miles north of Vacav¬ 
ille on Saturday afternoon. Wind, 
dry grass and brush pushed the 
flames over rough terrain, said 
Tyree Zander, a spokesman with 
the California Department of 


Forestry and Fire Protection. 

The blaze spread over nearly 3 
square miles, Zander said. It was 
40% contained. Three unspeci¬ 
fied structures were destroyed. 
Zander said, and the cause of the 
fire was under investigation. 

The Sacramento Bee reported 
that fire evacuees were told to 
spend the night at a community 
center in Vacaville. Red Cross of¬ 
ficials said that it was one of the 
first fire evacuation centers to be 
used since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Meanwhile in Mariposa Coun¬ 
ty, about a three-hour drive south¬ 
east of Vacaville, another fire had 


grown to about 200 acres with 
5% containment. The Fresno Bee 
reported. Six houses were under 
mandatory evacuation, sheriff’s 
spokesperson Kristie Mitchell 
said, and two roads were closed. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice issued a red flag warning 
of strong winds and dry condi¬ 
tions that make for dangerous 
fire conditions across the Sacra¬ 
mento Delta, Central and South¬ 
ern California through Monday. 
Forecasters said that winds could 
potentially knock down trees and 
power lines in parts of Santa Bar¬ 
bara County. 


By Gerald Herbert 
AND Kevin McGill 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Tropical 
Storm Cristobal weakened into 
a depression early Monday after 
inundating coastal Louisiana and 
ginning up dangerous weather 
along most of the U.S. Gulf Coast, 
sending waves crashing over Mis¬ 
sissippi beaches, swamping parts 
of an Alabama island town and 
spawning a tornado in Florida. 

Heavy rainfall and a storm 
surge continued posing a threat 
across a wide area of the coast 
after Cristobal made landfall 
Sunday afternoon packing 50- 
mph winds between the mouth 
of the Mississippi River and the 
since-evacuated barrier island 
resort community of Grand Isle. 

Early Monday morning, the 
storm was centered about 40 
miles north of Baton Rouge, La., 
with top winds of 35 mph and 
moving north-northwest at 10 
mph. Cristobal’s remnants could 
be a rainmaker for days. Its fore¬ 
cast path takes it into Arkansas 
and Missouri by Tuesday, then 
through Illinois and Wisconsin to 
the Great Lakes. 

“It’s very efficient, very tropi¬ 
cal rainfall,” National Hurricane 
Center Director Ken Graham 
said in a Facebook video. “It rains 
a whole bunch real quick.” 

Forecasters said that up to 
12 inches of rain could fall in 
some areas. The weather service 
warned that the rain would con¬ 
tribute to rivers flooding on the 
central Gulf Coast and up into the 
Mississippi Valley, posing a new 
test of the beleaguered pumping 


system designed to drain flood 
waters from the streets of New 
Orleans. 

Coastal Mississippi news out¬ 
lets reported stalled cars and 
trucks as flood waters inun¬ 
dated beaches and crashed over 
highways. On the City of Biloxi 
Facebook page, officials said that 
emergency workers helped doz¬ 
ens of motorists through flood 
waters, mostly on U.S. 90 running 
along the coast. 

In Alabama, the bridge link¬ 
ing the mainland to Dauphin Is¬ 
land was closed much of Sunday. 
Police and state transportation 
department vehicles led convoys 
of motorists to and from the is¬ 
land when breaks in the weather 
permitted. 

Rising water on Lake Pontchar- 
train near New Orleans pushed 
about two feet of water into the 
first floor of Rudy Horvath’s resi¬ 
dence — a boathouse that sits on 
pilings over the brackish lake. 
Horvath said that he and his fam¬ 
ily have lived there for a year and 
have learned to take the occa¬ 
sional flood in stride. They’ve put 
tables on the lower floor to stack 
belongings above the high water. 

“We thought it would be pretty 
cool to live out here, and it has 
been,” Horvath said. “The sun¬ 
sets are great.” 

In Florida, a tornado — the 
second in two days in the state 
as the storm approached — up¬ 
rooted trees and downed power 
lines Sunday afternoon south of 
Lake City near Interstate 75, the 
weather service and authorities 
said. There were no reports of 
injuries. 


Feds seek to reinstate conviction of Flynn business partner 


Associated Press 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. — While 
federal prosecutors are trying to 
dismiss their case against former 
national security adviser Michael 
Flynn, they are trying to get their 
conviction against his one-time 
business partner reinstated. 

Prosecutors in the Eastern 


District of Virginia filed a brief 
Sunday with the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Richmond 
seeking to have the conviction 
against Bijan Kian reinstated. 

A jury convicted Kian last year 
of acting as an unregistered for¬ 
eign agent of Turkey while he was 
a business partner with Flynn. 


But the judge later overturned 
the conviction, saying that pros¬ 
ecutors presented insufficient 
evidence to sustain a conviction. 

Flynn had been expected to be 
the star witness for the govern¬ 
ment at Kian’s trial, but prosecu¬ 
tors never called him. 

In Sunday’s filing, prosecutors 


said that the bar for overturn¬ 
ing a jury verdict should be very 
high, and that judges should re¬ 
ject the “invitation to flyspeck the 
jury’s verdict in hopes of a better 
outcome.” 

The prosecutors’ filing in the 
Kian case comes a month after 
the Justice Department moved to 


toss out a guilty plea Flynn had 
entered in the District of Colum¬ 
bia for lying to the FBI about his 
conversations during the 2016 
presidential transition with the 
then-Russian ambassador. The 
judge in that case has refused to 
do so. 
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Iranian doctor freed by US in swap returns home 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian 
doctor based in Florida returned 
to his homeland Monday after 
being part of a swap that saw a 
U.S. Navy veteran held by Iran 
return to America. 

The semiofficial Ears news 
agency published an image of 
Matteo Taerri being greeted at 
Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Inter¬ 
national Airport by Foreign Min¬ 
istry officials and his family. The 
agency and state television identi¬ 
fied Taerri by his Persian name, 
M^id. 

Taerri, a dermatologist, had 
been charged with attempting to 


export a filter to Iran that he said 
was for vaccine research but that 
U.S. authorities said required a li¬ 
cense because it could be used for 
chemical and biological warfare 
purposes. He was also accused 
of structuring a series of bank 
deposits below $10,000 to evade 
reporting requirements under 
federal law. 

He pleaded guilty late last year 
and has served months behind 
bars. But in April, he was permit¬ 
ted to be free on bond after the 
Justice Department withdrew its 
request to have him detained, cit¬ 
ing what it said were significant 
foreign policy interests. 

Ears quoted Taerri as calling 
his charges “futile and unfair.” 


Taerri reportedly said that he 
tried to send the filter to Iran to 
help scientists at Tehran Univer¬ 
sity manufacture a cancer vac¬ 
cine, without elaborating. 

Iran allowed Michael White of 
Imperial Beach, Calif, to leave 
the country Thursday. He was 
detained in July 2018 while visit¬ 
ing a girlfriend in Iran. He was 
convicted of insulting Iran’s su¬ 
preme leader and posting private 
information online. 

White was released from prison 
in March on a medical furlough 
that required him to remain in 
the country in the care of the 
Swiss Embassy in Tehran, which 
represents America’s interests in 
Iran. 



Majid Asgaripour, Mehr News Agency/AP 


Matteo Taerri, left, an Iranian doctor based in Florida, is welcomed 
by an Iranian Foreign Ministry official as his wife stands at right, 
upon arrival at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Airport. 


German man arrested over threat to attack and kill Muslims 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — A man has been 
arrested in Germany after al¬ 
legedly threatening an attack on 
Muslims, citing the assailant who 
attacked mosques in New Zea¬ 
land last year, prosecutors said 
Monday. 


The 21-year-old from the north¬ 
ern city of Hildesheim is suspect¬ 
ed of announcing his intention to 
carry out an attack “with mul¬ 
tiple dead” in an internet chat on 
Friday, prosecutors in Celle said 
in a statement. 

He was detained Saturday. In¬ 
vestigators found weapons at his 


apartment that he had appar¬ 
ently acquired to carry out an at¬ 
tack and “data files with radical 
right-wing contents,” prosecutors 
said. The suspect’s name was not 
released. 

A judge Monday ordered him to 
be kept in custody on suspicion of 
disturbing the peace by threaten¬ 


ing crimes and of financing ter¬ 
rorism, a count that prosecutors 
said stems from the weapons. 

The investigation so far indi¬ 
cates that the man had long con¬ 
sidered carrying out an attack to 
garner worldwide media atten¬ 
tion, according to prosecutors. 

They said that, in the chat, he 


mentioned the man who attacked 
two mosques in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, and killed 51 peo¬ 
ple in March 2019, and said that 
he wanted to do something simi¬ 
lar. He said that his aim was “to 
kill Muslims,” according to the 
statement. 
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Keeping it reel 

Stefanie Shields pulls her hook from the water after snagging a crawdad at LaFortune Park in Tulsa, Okla. 

THE CENSUS 

The weight in pounds of marijuana strapped to an un¬ 
conscious man discovered floating in the Detroit River. 
It’s the latest twist involving a Canadian who was first 
arrested May 10 while driving a U-Haul truck in St. Clair 
County. Glen Mousseau had $97,000. He told authorities 
that he had used a submersible to ferry drugs and cash between Michigan and 
Ontario, according to agents. Mousseau had agreed to stay at a Flat Rock hotel 
while the investigation continued. But a federal agent said he disappeared on May 
22, leaving behind five phones, a laptop and a suit used by divers. He wasn’t 
found until Border Patrol agents pursuing a boat said they discovered Mousseau in 
the river with packages of marijuana tethered to him. 


265 


Man’s hand blown off 
in plot on cheerleaders 

WA ABINGDON—A south- 
west Virginia man who 
blew off his hand in an apparent 
explosives accident was charged 
in federal court after authorities 
said they found evidence he was 
making a bomb and wanted to tar¬ 
get “hot cheerleaders” because of 
his sexual frustrations. 

An FBI affidavit filed in federal 
court in Abingdon said Cole Ca- 
rini, 23, of Richlands showed up 
at a hospital with one hand blown 
off, fingers blown off his second 
and other shrapnel wounds. 

He told authorities he’d been 
in a lawnmower accident. But au¬ 
thorities searched his property, 
and found explosives materials, 
rusty nails, pipes and pieces of 
flesh. 

Fire chief, arts manager 
ousted over black mural 

PI BOYNTON BEACH — 
r L A Florida fire chief and 
arts manager have been removed 
from their jobs after a mural de¬ 
picting black former fire depart¬ 
ment officials was replaced with 
one showing them with white 
faces. 

The Palm Beach Post reported 
City Manager Lori LaVerriere 
removed Matthew Petty, the 
city’s fire chief, and fired Debby 
Coles-Dobay, the city’s public 
arts manager. LaVerriere said in 
a statement she would not toler¬ 
ate disrespect to any part of the 
community. 

The mural, which the city un¬ 
veiled this month, erased the 
image of Latosha Clemons, who 
was the city’s first and only black 
female firefighter and deputy 
chief Also erased on the mural 
was the face of Glenn Joseph, the 
city’s former fire chief He was 
the first black firefighter in Boca 
Raton’s department. 

Protester arrested In 
plot to steal bulldozer 

1^ P OMAHA — A man was 
b arrested after stealing 
a bulldozer from a construction 
site and telling a 911 dispatcher 
that he was headed to Omaha to 
protest, authorities said. 

Chad Thiessen, 39, said he 
planned to “deliver a message to 
the world about all the corruption 
and false information the media 
and government are communi¬ 
cating,” the Cass County Sheriff’s 
Office said in a news release. He 
also said that people should “stay 
out of his way.” 

Thiessen fortified the cabin 
of the bulldozer after stealing it 
from a road project in the town of 
Murray, the sheriff’s office said. 
He fastened two large pieces of 
lumber to the bottom part of the 
front windshield, and he placed 
many other pieces of timber in 
the side entrances. 

Ice cream vendor fired 
over racist remark 

H^P PORTLAND — The 
I w I b Portland Sea Dogs 
ditched the baseball team’s ice 
cream supplier over a racist 


comment. 

Online criticism was swift after 
Shain’s of Maine owner Jeff Shain 
was accused of using a racial slur 
and asking a black employee why 
white people couldn’t use the 
word. The employee later con¬ 
fronted him over the exchange 
and quit her job. 

The Portland Sea Dogs an¬ 
nounced that the minor league 
affiliate of the Boston Red Sox 
was discontinuing its relationship 
with the ice cream maker, whose 
products include the popular “Sea 
Dog Biscuit.” 

In an online apology, Shain said 
he didn’t direct the slur at anyone 
and that he was commenting on 
its use in music that employees 
were playing in the store. 

The Sanford-based business is 
“welcoming of all races,“ he said. 

Century-old golf course 
auctions restaurant gear 

liy ELKHART — A golf 
1course that has oper¬ 
ated in Elkhart for more than 
a century auctioned restaurant 
equipment, the result of financial 
problems related to a sewer leak. 

The restaurant at Christiana 
Creek Country Club was dam¬ 
aged by a sewer leak. The lack of 
revenue from the restaurant has 
prevented the golf course from 
opening, said attorney Michael 
Misch, who represents owner 
Brent Stettler. 

“He’s always had a dream of 
running a golf course, and with 
the restaurant destroyed, he’s not 
going to be able to live out that 
dream,” Misch said. 


Bob Dorsam, who’s been a 
member since 1987, said there 
aren’t enough younger golfers. 

“The average age of a lot of 
these golf clubs has got to be over 
60 because those are the people 
who have the time to play because 
a lot of them are retired,” he said. 

WWII museum, road race 
team up for challenge 

I A NEW ORLEANS—The 
National WWII Muse¬ 
um and the organization that puts 
on an annual road race in New 
Orleans are collaborating on a 
challenge to honor the museum’s 
20th anniversary and the Allied 
route to liberate France in 1944. 

The Liberty Road Challenge 
will run from July 5 through Sept. 
10, the Crescent City Classic or¬ 
ganization said in a news release. 

The goal is 100 miles for indi¬ 
viduals and a total of 712 miles 
for teams, adding up all mem¬ 
bers’ mileage. 

The shorter distance is that 
from Sainte-Mere-Eglise, the 


first village liberated by the Al¬ 
lies, to Saint-Malo in France. The 
longer distance marks the length 
of the route from Sainte-Mere- 
Eglise to Bastogne, Belgium, 
which the Allies liberated on 
Sept. 10,1944, after the six-week- 
long Battle of the Bulge. 

First responders save 
would-be bridge jumper 

WA DANVILLE — First 
responders in Virginia 
saved a woman dangling from a 
bridge over the Dan River after 
authorities said she tried to jump. 

The Danville Register and 
Bee reported witnesses saw the 
woman on the side of the King 
Memorial Bridge in Danville. 

Danville Police said the woman 
was attempting to jump. 

When the woman sat on the 
ledge, two police officers reached 
through the holes in the bridge 
and grabbed her arms. 

The woman dangled from the 
bridge for several minutes, kick¬ 
ing her legs while rescuers waited 


Matt Barnard, Tulsa (Okla.) World/AP 


in the river below in waist-deep 
water. Eventually, an employee 
of Danville Utilities was lowered 
and retrieved the woman. 

Confederate Cemetery 
monument vandalized 

MOUNT PLEASANT 
— Police in South 
Carolina are investigating after 
a monument at the Confederate 
Cemetery in Mount Pleasant’s 
Old Village was covered in spray 
paint. 

The graffiti included a swasti¬ 
ka, an X, “sic semper” and “USA,” 
The Post and Courier reported. 
The Latin phrase sic semper 
tyrannis, coined by Shakespeare 
in “Julius Caesar,” translates as 
“thus always to tyrants.” 

Zoo employee bitten 
on arm by orangutan 

ERIE — An employee 
at a northwestern Penn¬ 
sylvania zoo was bitten on the 
arm by an orangutan, authorities 
said. 

Erie County emergency dis¬ 
patchers said the 29-year-old zoo¬ 
keeper sustained puncture and 
bite wounds to his forearm dur¬ 
ing the attack at the Erie Zoo. 

He was taken to Saint Vincent 
Hospital for treatment of inju¬ 
ries described as moderate and 
non-life-threatening, dispatchers 
said. 

From wire reports 
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‘S.W.A.T.’ 


Plethora of shows shape how law enforcement is viewed 


By Sonia Rao 

The Washington Post 

At the end of May, as American corporations continued to 
issue statements on nationwide protests sparked by the killing of 
George Floyd, CBS released its own: “Black Lives Matter. Black 
Culture Matters. Black Communities Matter,” the company 
stated, adding that it stands in solidarity with black employees 
and viewers, and condemns acts of racism, discrimination and 
senseless violence. 

The irony of that statement, as several people pointed out, is 
that the unnamed law enforcement entities committing the acts 
protested against are often the protagonists of CBS dramas. 
While also known for its family sitcoms, CBS relies on crime se¬ 
ries to make up a hefty portion of its prime-time lineup, whether 
with long-running institutions such as “NCIS” and “Blue Bloods” 
or newer shows like “FBI: Most Wanted.” 

It’s not just CBS, though its lineup might be especially notable 
considering the network was again deemed television’s most- 
watched. It’s also silver medalist NBC, which produces “Law 
and Order: SVU,” “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” and all the “Chicago” 
series. It’s the cable channels and streaming series. It’s all the 
television entering American homes with compelling depictions 
of good and bad, told through lenses that vary in terms of law en¬ 
forcement branch, department, gender and, increasingly, race. 

With such a volume of crime series on air, one wonders what 
messages they’re disseminating. 

“We end up with people thinking the system is working fine 
because of all the images coming into their homes,” said Rashad 
Robinson, president of the civil rights advocacy organization 
Color of Change. “If you look at these shows, the on-air talent is 
quite diverse. Black people exist. But racism doesn’t.” 

Color of Change published a report titled “Normalizing In¬ 
justice” that analyzed 26 broadcast and streaming crime series 
from the 2017-18 season, 19 of which continued into the next 
year. (The Washington Post reached out to the top networks to 
ask why they greenlight so many shows of this genre. A repre¬ 
sentative of CBS declined to speak on the record, while NBC did 
not return the inquiry.) 

The organization looked at the makeup of writers’ rooms, 
finding that a vast m^ority were dominated by white writers. A 
majority also depicted the “good guy” officers committing more 
wrongful actions than the “bad guys” — ranging from racial 
profiling to denying access to a lawyer, according to the report 

— framing those actions “as relatable, forgivable, acceptable 
and ultimately good.” 

Dream Hampton, the executive producer of “Surviving R. 
Kelly” who serves on the Color of Change board, acknowledged 
that reports like this can sometimes “read like ‘water is wet’ 
to black people.” But there was room to be surprised about the 
writers’ rooms demographics, she said, and to reflect on how 
often those wrongful actions depicted on-screen are normalized 
when they occur in real life. 

“Breonna [Taylor], for instance, was just killed with a no¬ 
knock warrant. No-knock warrants, going around the rules 

— the rules being bad to begin with — are something you see 
on television dramas all the time,” Hampton continued. “It’s jus¬ 
tified. There’s a clock ticking, a bomb that’s about to go off Of 
course Kiefer Sutherland doesn’t have time to knock on the door 


and get a freaking warrant.” 

Not every show plays this way, of course. Some make a point 
of exposing the harmful perceptions and behaviors pervading 
police departments. Others like “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” portray 
officers rather benignly. There isn’t a single way law enforce¬ 
ment is depicted, Hampton said, but rather that they’re “just 
constantly depicted.” Often regardless of the character’s be¬ 
havior, the more time an audience spends with a protagonist, 
the more likely they are to empathize with them. As Kathryn 
VanArendonk recently wrote for Vulture, “TV has long had a 
police’s-eye perspective that helps shape the way viewers see 
the world, prioritizing the victories and struggles of police over 
communities being policed.” 


We end up with 
people thinking 
the system is 
working fine 
because of all the 
images coming 
into their homes. 

If you look at 
these shows, 
the on-air talent 
is quite diverse. 
Black people 
exist. But racism 
doesn’t. ^ 

Rashad Robinson 

president of Color of Change 


Americans have been protest¬ 
ing the systemic racism leading to 
Floyd’s death at the hands of police 
— as well as the deaths of Taylor, 
Ahmaud Arbery and many black 
Americans before them — for two 
weeks. The Black Lives Matter 
movement goes back to George 
Zimmerman’s 2013 acquittal on all 
charges related to the killing of 17- 
year-old Trayvon Martin, the senti¬ 
ment that propels it stretching far 
beyond. But until on-screen depic¬ 
tions change, Hampton argued, the 
narratives perpetuated will not. 

“We get these narratives from 
television, that police work is in¬ 
herently dangerous,” she said. 
“They have a militaristic mind¬ 
set. They’re watching the same TV 
shows we are, before they even join 
the force, that tell them they are 
basically joining an army, and they 
are at war with black and brown 


folks.” 


Some in Hollywood have tried to make waves from within 

— diversifying writers’ rooms is a start. Hampton and Robinson 
also pointed to the widespread practice of hiring law enforce¬ 
ment as consultants as something that could be addressed. To 
retain these consultants, Hampton said, writers might be per¬ 
suaded to paint officers in a more positive light. Robinson added 
that if writers don’t also consult activists and the families of 
victims, their shows risk acting as “PR arms for the criminal 
justice system.” 

Hampton wishes networks would “put a moratorium on cop 
shows.” Given the inventive storytelling that comes out of Hol¬ 
lywood, Robinson wondered whether writers could “imagine a 
world in which black people can experience safety and joy and 
hope and aspiration.” 

“The power of the narrative that comes out of Hollywood 

— that not only travels to this country but travels globally; that 
creates a worldview, a mental model of black people and black 
communities as undeserving of empathy, as weak and damaged, 
as violent and as operating against society — is killing us,” he 
said. “These narratives are killing us. And folks in Hollywood 
have the power to change that.” 


Rowling' tweets 
spark outrage 

From wire reports 

“Harry Potter” author J.K. Rowling is 
facing hefty backlash after she posted a se¬ 
ries of tweets about transgender people. 

Rowling drew outrage June 6 on Twitter 
when she criticized an opinion piece from 
Devex that used the phrase “people who 
menstruate.” 

“I’m sure there used to be a word for 
those people,” the famous British author 
tweeted. “Someone help me out. Wumben? 
Wimpund? Woomud?” 

She continued with another thread 
speaking about the concept of biological 
sex. 

“If sex isn’t real, there’s no same-sex at¬ 
traction,” she tweeted. “If sex isn’t real, the 
lived reality of women globally is erased. I 
know and love trans people, but erasing the 
concept of sex removes the ability of many 
to meaningfully discuss their lives. It isn’t 
hate to speak the truth.” 

Rowling’s tweets caused a firestorm of 
responses from the LGBTQ community 
and others who were upset with her words. 
A Harry Potter fan group tweeted its dis¬ 
approval of Rowling’s post and encouraged 
followers to donate to a group that supports 
back transgender women. 

Rowling said she respects “every trans 
person’s rights to live any way that feels au¬ 
thentic and comfortable to them.” She went 
on to say she would march “if you were 
discriminated against on the basis of being 
trans. At the same time, my life has been 
shaped by being female. I do not believe it’s 
hateful to say so.” 

GLAAD issued a response on Twitter, 
calling Rowling’s tweets “inaccurate and 
cruel.” 

Oscars promise change 
after ‘Selma’ accusations 

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences is responding to a recent claim 
made by actor David Oyelowo and film¬ 
maker Ava DuVernay alleging that Oscars 
voters refused to support their 2014 film 
“Selma” after the cast and crew protested 
the death of Eric Garner. 

Oyelowo, who played Martin Luther 
King Jr. in the film, said in an interview 
published June 4 that members of the 
academy threatened to sabotage “Selma’s” 
awards chances. The voters allegedly dis¬ 
approved of Oyelowo, DuVernay and oth¬ 
ers wearing T-shirts with Garner’s famous 
last words, “I can’t breathe,” to the movie’s 
2014 premiere in New York. 

Although “Selma” did win an Oscar, 
for best original song, DuVernay later 
confirmed Oyelowo’s account on Twitter, 
and by June 4 the academy addressed the 
controversy. 

“Ava & David, we hear you,” the acad¬ 
emy tweeted to DuVernay. “Unacceptable. 
We’re committed to progress.” 

Kanye West attends Chicago 
protest, donates $2IVI 

Kanye West has donated $2 million to 
support the families and legal teams for 
George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Bre¬ 
onna Taylor. 

A representative for the rapper con¬ 
firmed that some of the money donated 
would fully cover college tuition costs for 
Floyd’s 6-year-old daughter, Gianna. 

Donations were also made to the legal 
teams of Arbery, who was gunned down 
while jogging in Georgia in February, and 
Taylor, who was killed in her home in Lou¬ 
isville in March. Friday would have been 
Taylor’s 27th birthday. 

West marched with protesters in his 
hometown of Chicago on June 4. 













Page 16 




Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, June 9,2020 


OPINION 

Pentagon an unexpected center of resistance 

By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Marci Hoffman, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Caroline E. Miller, Europe Business Operations 
Joshua M. Lashbrook, Pacific Chief of staff 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 
Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 
reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor for Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor for Presentation 

moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor for Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavin, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 

cacchioli.ioseph@stripes.com 

(+l)(202)886-0033 

Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 

Mideast 

Robert Reismann, Mideast Circulation Manager 
robert.w.reismann.naf@mail.mil 
xsscirculation@stripes.com 
DSN (314)583-9111 

Europe 

Karen Lewis, Community Engagement Manager 
lewis.karen@stripes.com 
memberservices@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9090; DSN (314)583.9090 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)227.7333 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.886.0003 

633 3rd St. NW, Suite 116, Washington, DC 20001-3050 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 

Additional contacts 

stripes.com/contactus 

OMBUDSMAN 

Ernie Gates 

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow 
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the 
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper's 
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns 
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage for fair¬ 
ness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The ombudsman 
welcomes comments from readers, and can be contacted 
by email at ombudsman@stripes.com, or by phone at 
202.886.0003. 


Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week¬ 
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday 
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals 
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, 
APO AP 96301-5002. 

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of 
Defense for members of the military services overseas. 
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, 
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspaper. 
Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official chan¬ 
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote 
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense 
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron. 

© Stars an(i Stripes 2020 

stripes com 


WASHINGTON 
he leaders of the American mili¬ 
tary establishment drew a line 
in the sand last week, staging a 
polite but unmistakable rebel¬ 
lion against the dangerous impulses of 
President Donald Trump. 

And the rebels may be winning. 

The most widely noted salvo came from 
former Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, who 
declared, after more than a year of silence, 
that Trump “does not even pretend to try” 
to unify the American people. 

But Mattis wasn’t the only dissident — or 
even the most important one. Trump’s de¬ 
fense secretary, Mark Esper, rebuffed the 
president’s threat to deploy active-duty sol¬ 
diers into American cities to quell the pro¬ 
tests that have erupted since the killing of 
George Floyd by police in Minneapolis. 

On Friday, Esper ordered regular Army 
units that were rushed to Washington early 
in the week to return to their bases in New 
York and North Carolina, de-escalating the 
sense of armed siege in the nation’s capital. 
He also directed National Guard troops to 
patrol the city without weapons, despite 
Trump’s direction that they be “heavily 
armed.” 

Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, also weighed in, 
warning that the U.S. armed forces will not 
allow themselves to be used against non¬ 
violent protests. Every member of the U.S. 
military swears an oath to support and 
defend the Constitution, he wrote his com¬ 
manders, “including the right to freedom 
of speech and peaceful assembly.” 

The chiefs of staff of the Army, Navy 
and Air Force issued similar messages, 
reinforcing their fidelity to the Constitu- 


By Jackson Diehl 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump is reeling 
from his mismanagement of the 
COVID-19 epidemic, the crash¬ 
ing economy and nationwide pro¬ 
tests for racial justice. His poll numbers 
are sinking fast. Add one more stressor 
— say, a foreign policy crisis that further 
demonstrates his incompetence — and his 
chances for reelection in November might 
be crushed once and for all. 

That’s not just what some partisans of 
Joe Biden might be thinking. It’s likely 
very much on the minds of a couple of U.S. 
adversaries with an interest in deposing 
Trump — and the means to bring about 
the requisite emergency. Three years of 
Trump’s “maximum pressure” campaigns 
have given Iran and North Korea motive to 
deliver a nasty October surprise — and the 
abject failure of U.S. policy has given them 
the opportunity. 

The most likely source of such interven¬ 
tion is the regime of Ayatollah Ali Khame¬ 
nei, whose deep antipathy toward the 
U.S. has been compounded by hatred for 
Trump. Without offering a coherent ratio¬ 
nale, Trump first shredded the nuclear ac¬ 
cord with Iran and then launched what has 
become a relentless escalation of economic 
sanctions — which continued even as Iran 
was hammered by the pandemic. 

There is remarkable agreement across 
the spectrum of Iran experts on what this 
campaign has achieved: not much. ‘“Maxi¬ 
mum pressure’ has caused unprecedented 
economic pain for the Iranian regime, but 
has not yet resulted in any outcome that ad¬ 
vances American interests,” concluded an 
analysis by Michael Singh, who was senior 
director for Middle East affairs at the Na¬ 


tion and pledging to battle racism in their 
ranks. 

A full-dress parade of retired officers 
spoke out as well. Milley’s predecessor 
as chairman of the Joint Chiefs, retired 
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, warned that 
Trump’s threat to use troops would dam¬ 
age trust in the armed forces. 

“Our fellow citizens are not the enemy,” 
he wrote. 

It was an extraordinary moment — as 
if we were in a banana republic ruled by 
a would-be authoritarian, and the nation’s 
military leaders decided it was their job to 
preserve the Constitution. 

The dissents from Esper and Milley 
were belated. They both accompanied 
Trump on his disastrous stroll to St. John’s 
Episcopal Church for a photo op, an em¬ 
barrassing image they’re now trying to 
erase. They also both approved the initial 
decision to move 1,600 active-duty troops 
to bases near the capital. 

But their public breaks with a notoriously 
vengeful president still qualified, at least in 
Washington, as modest acts of bureaucratic 
courage. Unlike Mattis, they aren’t retired. 
They’re at the peak of their careers. They 
still face the daily challenge of managing 
the president’s demands. Their reputations 
are still at the president’s mercy. 

At least, they were until last week. And 
that may be the point. 

Esper and Milley have implicitly dared 
the president to fire them. That’s not an es¬ 
pecially unusual act in Washington — but 
it’s normally done in private, where every¬ 
one can back down without fear of humilia¬ 
tion. It’s almost never done in public. 

Esper’s defiance was especially no¬ 
table since the former Raytheon lobbyist 
was widely viewed as a compliant aide- 
de-camp. He initially seemed to support 
Trump’s call for troops last week and even 


tional Security Council during the George 
W. Bush administration. “It has not result¬ 
ed in a new U.S.-Iran negotiation, ended or 
meaningfully obstructed Iranian regional 
activities, or provoked political instabil¬ 
ity in Iran.” Recent prisoner exchanges 
haven’t altered the larger confrontation. 

What it has done is given Khamenei 
good reason to try delivering Trump to 
the same fate suffered by Jimmy Carter, 
who became a one-term president after 
failing to free U.S. hostages held by Iran. 
Reuel Marc Gerecht, an Iranian expert at 
the conservative Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies, judged in a recent essay 
that “it’s a near certainty that the supreme 
leader is going to attack something more 
significant than what he has before No¬ 
vember.” A bold Iranian venture to deliver 
gasoline to Venezuela last month was an in¬ 
dication of Tehran’s belligerent mood. 

The U.S. strike in January that Trump 
ordered which killed Khamenei’s military 
right hand, M^. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
was meant to deter such mischief But the 
ayatollah was evidently unfazed. Since 
then, Iranian-backed groups have attacked 
U.S. forces in Iraq more than 20 times. 
Trump, wishing to avoid a military escala¬ 
tion in the Middle East that might alienate 
his base, has not responded other than by 
continuing to apply sanctions. That gives 
Khamenei motive to launch a larger prov¬ 
ocation that would either force Trump to 
respond or look impotent. Either way, the 
electoral impact would be negative. 

Of course, Khamenei may decide that 
an offensive initiative is too risky, or that 
Trump is likely to lose without any help 
from him. Yet the point is that three years 
of “maximum pressure” have left Tehran 
with nothing to lose; Trump can only hope 


referred to the streets of Washington as 
a “battle space,” as if it were Fallujah or 
Kandahar. But after he ran into massive 
resistance from the Pentagon officers’ 
corps, he switched sides. 

If there’s anything uniformed officers 
hate, it’s being ordered to use force to solve 
a political problem without clear military 
objectives. The current generation learned 
that in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In this case, they faced a nightmare sce¬ 
nario: U.S. combat troops clashing with 
unarmed American civilians exercising 
their legal right to protest. 

The episode laid bare a deeper divide. 

When the president came to the White 
House in 2017, he believed the armed 
forces, which he frequently called “my 
military,” were part of his political base. 
He stuffed his administration with retired 
military officers — “my generals” — in¬ 
cluding Mattis. 

But the generals didn’t simply salute and 
carry out his orders. They insisted on of¬ 
fering their professional advice and, on 
occasion, pushing back. And they chafed 
at Trump’s casual portrayal of the armed 
forces as one of his personal political as¬ 
sets. That’s not how professional officers 
see their role. It’s not even an accurate 
reflection of their private views; a poll of 
military personnel last year found that 
they are only a little more supportive of the 
president than civilian voters, with 50% 
saying they view him unfavorably. 

For the generals, this isn’t only about 
following the Constitution. It’s a matter of 
protecting the services in which they’ve 
made their careers. The military is the 
most admired institution in American life, 
and they want to keep it that way. 

Doyle McManus is a Washington columnist for the 
Los Angeies Times and director of the journaiism 
program at Georgetown University. 


that the regime chooses to quietly endure 
the sanctions for the next five months. 

He will also have to hope for similar re¬ 
straint from Kim Jong Un, the North Ko¬ 
rean despot with whom he once claimed to 
have fallen “in love.” Trump’s “maximum 
pressure” tactics succeeded in arresting 
what had been a regular regimen of North 
Korean nuclear and long-range missile 
tests in 2017. But Trump’s ham-handed at¬ 
tempts to negotiate a nuclear deal flopped, 
in large part because the president vastly 
overestimated his ability to win the dicta¬ 
tor over at one-on-one summits. 

Since the last of those meetings 15 
months ago, U.S.-North Korean diplomacy 
has collapsed, and Trump behaves as if 
he has forgotten all about it. But Kim, still 
struggling to manage an economy under 
U.S. sanctions, has warned repeatedly that 
he will return to testing nuclear weapons 
or the means to deliver them to the US. On 
May 24, he appeared at a meeting of the 
ruling party to announce “new policies for 
further increasing the nuclear war deter¬ 
rence of the country and putting the strate¬ 
gic armed forces on a high alert operation,” 
according to the state news agency. 

Maybe Kim was bluffing. Or maybe he, 
too, is contemplating a provocation. North 
Korea is well known for timing nuclear and 
missile tests around U.S. elections; in 2016 
the regime conducted a mqjor nuclear test 
in September and multiple missile tests in 
October. Trump said they were proof of a 
“massive failure” by the Obama adminis¬ 
tration and Hillary Clinton. Now Kim has 
the opportunity to hand that line to Biden. 
Trump’s failed policy has left him, like 
Khamenei, with little to lose. 

jackson Diehns deputy editoriarpage editor for 

The Washington Post. 



Iran and North Korea have waited years for this 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Prop for Sherlock 
5 Comic Leno 
8 Hospital 
extension 

12 Flightless birds 

13 — carte 

14 Bassoon’s kin 

15 Soccer prize 

17 Tenant’s 
payment 

18 NBC show 
since 1975 

19 -pah band 

20 Choir members 

21 Charlotte’s 
creation 

22 Moreover 

23 Roundish hairdos 
26 Law 

30 Indigent 

31 Bottom line 

32 Burden 

33 Not in time 

35 Gooey treat 

36 Parched 

37 Mai de — 

38 Barrel strip 

41 Shade 

42 Enjoy Vail 

45 Garr of “Tootsie” 

46 Global conflict 

48 Vogue rival 

49 “A mouse!” 

50 eager Archibald 

51 Cat call 


52 Sample 

53 Mellows 

DOWN 

1 Church seats 

2 a roll!” 

3 Knitting stitch 

4 Immigrant’s subj. 

5 Esau’s brother 

6 Reunion 
attendee 

7 Shrill bark 

8 Band’s globe¬ 
trotting gig 

9 “A likely story!” 

10 Taboo 

11 Understands 
16 Accomplishes 

20 Santa — winds 

21 Universal outlook 
22$ dispenser 

23 Suitable 


24 Egg — yung 

25 Aussie hopper 

26 Take to court 

27 German con¬ 
junction 

28 Towboat 

29 Compass pt. 

31 Farm pen 

34 “What — you 
doing?” 

35 Sense 

37 Dark and gloomy 

38 Goblet feature 

39 Prefix with 
conference 

40 Singer Guthrie 

41 Farmer, at times 

42 Booty 

43 Actress Winslet 

44 Enrages 

46 Drench 

47 “CSI” find 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



6-9 CRYPTOQUIP 

AX F UPIYCW PS F VGQC 
LSPUGMCT F MPVLQCZC, 


GIHSPYCI ECC-EFD, DEEZ EFT 


AZ UPIC? HSFWCU AI XGQQ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: POPULAR MUSICAL 
ABOUT A SMALL CHICKEN THAT LIKES 
TO PERFORM ARIAS: “THE BANTAM OF THE 
OPERA.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals D 
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GOLF/SOCCER 


PGA planning a 
cautious return 
with the Colonial 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 
Monahan went from wondering 
if any golf would be played this 
year to a schedule that resumes 
this week with a calendar filled 
through Thanksgiving. 

What hasn’t changed is his be¬ 
lief that the worst of the COVID- 
19 pandemic 



lot of your time, given the uncer¬ 
tainty, thinking through scenari¬ 
os that could play out. That’s what 
we’ll continue to do. We won’t be 
comfortable until we’re told we 
can be comfortable. That will 
be when we have a vaccine and 
there’s no risk.” 

Golf is the second mgjor sports 
league to return behind NAS¬ 
CAR, which began racing three 
weeks ago and ran nine national 
series races in a span of 14 days. 

The Charles Schwab Challenge 
this week in Fort Worth, Texas, 
has one of the strongest fields in 
Colonial’s rich history, starting 
with the top five players from the 
world ranking. 

There will be no spectators 
for at least a month, even though 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott this week 
moved the state to Phase III in 
the recovery that allows outdoor 
events at 50% capacity. 

“We’ve developed a safety plan 
that doesn’t include spectators. 
That’s what we stand by,” Monah¬ 
an said. “We want to have a sus¬ 
tained return. If you think about 
a run to go through the FedEx 
Cup, we want to make sure week 
to week we’re not taking on un¬ 
necessary risk.” 

Monahan said he is “not the 
arbiter of confidence,” rather it 
comes from guidance of health 
experts at all levels and a plan 
that involves testing players, cad¬ 
dies and essential personnel as 
much as twice a week — trying to 
create a bubble for the traveling 
circus that is golf 

Players were mailed a test kit 
and were recommended to use it 
before they travel. 

They will be tested when they 
arrive at tournaments and before 
they leave if they’re on charter 
flights the tour has arranged, 
and then the process is repeated 
at the next tournament. Thermal 


readings and health surveys are 
required daily, along with sanitiz¬ 
ing and social distancing. 

“It’s the only manner we could 
return,” he said. 

The tour added another layer in 
a deal with South Dakota-based 
Sanford Health to have mobile 
labs at every tournament, with 
capacity to get results in a matter 
of hours without taking away re¬ 
sources from the markets where 
they play. 

Monahan said CBS Sports is 
creating its own bubble for the 
telecast, with Jim Nantz the only 
person in the booth and other an¬ 
alysts working remotely. 

Ninety days will have passed 
from the opening round of The 
Players Championship, which 
was canceled the next day, until 
the first tee shot at Colonial. 

“We all went home dealing 
with the same questions,” he said. 
“How do I get a complete under¬ 
standing of where we are with 
the virus and all the elements? 
How do we recognize that we’re 
turning off (canceling) 11 events? 
How do you think about resump¬ 
tion and at the same time develop 
a safety and testing program, not 
our area of expertise?” 

The reset began with the ma¬ 
jors picking new dates — the Brit¬ 
ish Open was canceled — with the 
PGA Championship in San Fran¬ 
cisco moving to Aug. 6-9, the U.S. 
Open in New York on Sept. 17-20, 
and the Masters on Nov. 12-15. 

“At that time it was very unclear 
where we would be with safety 
and testing,” Monahan said. 

“It could have been earlier than 
we are, it could have been through 
points of next year. Information 
was changing by the minute.” 

Now that golf is returning, 
Monahan couldn’t predict when 
spectators would return. He said 
the tour has worked with tourna¬ 
ments the last several years on 
building a reserve fund for a cri¬ 
sis such as this. 

“If you’re not selling tickets, 
and there’s not hospitality, you 
don’t have the pro-am experi¬ 
ence or the honorary observer 
program for the sponsor ... that’s 
a significant financial impact on 
those tournaments, and the im¬ 
pact on the way tournaments con¬ 
nect with their communities,” he 
said. 

Tournaments and their title 
sponsors still have managed to 
raise money for their local chari¬ 
ties. The Zurich Classic matched 
last year’s donation of $1.5 mil¬ 
lion to a children’s services foun¬ 
dation. The John Deere Classic 
expects $10 million in donations, 
even though it canceled its July 
event. 



Sean Kilpatrick/AP 

Amy Rodriguez, front, who plays for the Utah Royals of the National Women’s Soccer League, has two 
children. The NWSL reached out to players who have children before setting up a monthiong tournament 
in the Salt Lake City area. 


Mom approved: NWSL ran 
tourney plans past players 


By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press 

When the National Women’s 
Soccer League was plotting its 
course for a summertime tour¬ 
nament, it reached out to a select 
group: moms. 

There are just a handful of 
mothers who play in the NWSL. 
But with the league asking play¬ 
ers to travel to Utah and be se¬ 
questered for more than a month, 
moms’ voices are important. 

Take North Carolina Courage 
forward Jessica McDonald, whose 
son Jeremiah is 8. She spoke up 
when new league Commissioner 
Lisa Baird got the moms on a call 
to discuss the tournament. 

“I’m raising my hand immedi¬ 
ately and. I’m like, ‘Well, first and 
foremost, I can’t live in a hotel 
for a month with an 8-year-old!’ 
No thank you,” McDonald said, 
laughing. “He bounces off walls.” 

The moms made sure that care¬ 
takers for their kids would be al¬ 
lowed to come along. McDonald, 
who will have a family member 
with her, said she was glad the 
league took the time to address 
her concerns and those of other 
parents. 

“They answered, or if they 
didn’t have the answer to some 
of the questions, they were able 
to get back to us immediately. So 
that was kind of cool,” McDonald 
said. “They handled it really well 
and they’ve been just very helpful 
overall with this entire process.” 

Amy Rodriguez, who plays for 
the Utah Royals, has two kids. 

“I think that what relieves that 
concern is the confidence of our 
medical staff and the confidence 
I have in them, Utah, the NWSL, 
the players’ association, we’ve 
all put in a lot of effort to make a 
really good plan to address con- 



David Vincent/AP 


North Carolina Courage forward 
Jessica McDonald wanted to 
make sure that a family member 
could come along to the 
tournament to watch after her 
8-year-old son, Jeremiah. 

cerns and hopefully tackle them,” 
she said. 

The NWSL is scheduled to be 
the first U.S. pro team league to 
return to play during the coro- 
navirus pandemic. Its monthong 
tournament will be held in the 
Salt Lake City area, starting June 
27 with no fans in attendance. 

The league’s nine teams will 
play four preliminary round 
games, with eight teams advanc¬ 
ing to the quarterfinals. The open¬ 
er and the final match on July 26 
are set to be aired nationally on 
CBS, the league’s new broadcast 
partner. 

The players will be sequestered 
in facilities used by the NWSL’s 
Utah Royals and M^or League 
Soccer club Real Salt Lake, in¬ 
cluding a stadium and several 
training fields. The league’s 230 
players and support staff will be 


housed either in dormitories or at 
a hotel. 

A 15-physician panel helped 
develop a testing and safety pro¬ 
tocol. The league consulted the 
NWSL players’ union, U.S. Soccer 
and the national team’s players 
association before going forward. 

And the league checked in with 
the moms. 

“This is something that’s pret¬ 
ty close to my heart. When we 
asked the players, in particular 
the moms, to come for a month 
to Utah, I know what that’s like 
because I spent time away from 
my kids for many weeks at the 
Olympic Games,” said Baird, a 
former chief marketing officer 
for the U.S. Olympic Committee. 
“So what I can tell you right now 
is that we’re working to develop 
specific solutions for them. I’ve 
been on one call with the moms 
so far. We’re going to have more 
as we really develop a plan that 
helps them.” 

McDonald and Rodriguez plan 
to play in the tournament. Other 
mothers in the NWSL include 
Sydney Leroux, who had her sec¬ 
ond child last June, and Chicago’s 
Sarah Gordon. 

The union made sure the 
league’s players will get paid and 
are insured for the season — even 
if they choose not to play in the 
tournament out of health and 
safety concerns. 

“If players feel as though they 
are unsafe or uncomfortable, this 
is not something that we are re¬ 
quired or mandated to participate 
in. So for players who have con¬ 
cerns that aren’t being addressed 
or needs that are not being met. 
I’m happy that at this point time 
they can opt out,” Rodriguez said. 
“At the end of the day, I just want 
everybody safe and comfortable 
and happy.” 
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FLOYD REACTION 


NBA coaches saying change must occur 


22 teams at Disney World ‘an opportunity to land in one spot... and use our platform' 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — The NBA plans to go to Dis¬ 
ney World next month to finish a season, 
with a schedule calling for the 22 remain¬ 
ing teams to play more than 150 more 
games and for the league to eventually 
crown a champion. 

Coaches are seeing potentially a bigger 
purpose as well. 

Many players and coaches have spoken 
out in recent days following the death of 
George Floyd, who died after a Minneapo¬ 
lis police officer pressed his knee into his 
neck for several minutes even after Floyd 
stopped moving and pleading for air. But 
two coaches said Saturday that once the 
league arrives at Disney, they would expect 
the NBA’s visibility to be an asset again in 
the hope for actual change. 

“I don’t think anybody is really ready to 
move on. And we shouldn’t,” Miami coach 
Erik Spoelstra said. “If anything, many 


times before, so tragically, there would be 
a similar incident of social injustice like 
this and then two weeks later people forget 
about it. This will be an opportunity for the 
entire association to land in one spot... to 
keep this conversation 
going and use our plat¬ 
form to make sure that 
this doesn’t go away.” 

Spoelstra said he’s 
had numerous talks 
with other head coach¬ 
es and some players 
in recent days about 
the best path the NBA 
could take next. NBA 
Commissioner Adam 
Silver has talked at 
length about it in re¬ 
cent days as well, with 
numerous internal staff conversations on 
the topic going on this past week even as 
the league was finalizing the return-to- 
play proposal that the Board of Governors 


approved Thursday and players ratified 
Friday. 

Orlando coach Steve Clifford also seems 
convinced that the league’s players and 
coaches will take some sort of action when 
the season resumes. 

“I don’t think there’s any question,” 
Clifford said. “I think everybody’s prior¬ 
ity right now and hope is that we can all 
be part of the change that’s so necessary 
in our country. We’ll have a collective 
platform where everyone can collectively 
send a message condemning racism, racial 
injustice, calling for police accountability. 
There will be a platform and I think we’re 
all thinking that way.” 

Many of the league’s biggest names have 
used social media to condemn police bru¬ 
tality and racial injustice, and some NBA 
players have also appeared at demonstra¬ 
tions and marches around the nation in 
recent days. 

The National Basketball Coaches Asso¬ 
ciation has also said that it will work col¬ 


lectively to find answers and determine the 
best courses of action. It has not said if it 
has made any specific decisions yet, though 
said it intends to work with “local leaders, 
officials and law enforcement agencies” in 
NBA cities to influence change. 

Spoelstra has been on several calls with 
political leaders in South Florida in recent 
days for that same purpose. He also said 
Saturday that the current racial strife in 
the country took him back to how Heat 
players responded in 2012 after the death 
of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed black teen 
who was shot by a neighborhood watch 
volunteer — as well as countless other 
incidents. 

“We all thought that that was going to 
move the needle and it didn’t and it broke 
your heart,” Spoelstra said. “And then 
when that happens over and over and over 
... what this is going to require is not even 
trying to evaluate, it’s just put your head 
down and get into this fight, and make it 
happen this time.” 


There 
will be a 
platform 
and I think 
we’re all 
thinking 
that way. ^ 

Steve Clifford 

Orlando coach 


Commentary 

Time to listen, 
not pontificate 



Chuck Buhton/AP 


Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton is standing out during the pandemic through his passionate 
campaigning against racial injustice. Hamilton criticized others in Formuia One for faiiing to speak up on 
the issue of racism, saying they were “staying siient” in the “midst of injustice.” 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

A column is normally a spot for 
pontificating, to speak bluntly on 
the issues of the day and receive a 
gamut of feedback, from effusive 
praise to slanderous insults. 

Not this time. 

Now’s the time for those of us in 
the privileged class to listen, re¬ 
ally listen to what African Ameri¬ 
cans and people of color around 
the world are expressing in the 
wake of George Floyd’s brutal, 
senseless death. 

Their fear. Their frustration. 
Their anguish. 

Shut up and dribble? 

No way. 

Now’s the time to hear from 
some of the athletes. And if some 
of their most poignant words can 
change a singe heart in the slight¬ 
est of ways, that’s a start: 

Basketball Hall of Famer Ka- 
reem Abdul-Jabbar, in an edito¬ 
rial written for the Los Angeles 
Times: “Yes, protests often are 
used as an excuse for some to take 
advantage, just as when fans cel¬ 
ebrating a hometown sports team 
championship burn cars and de¬ 
stroy storefronts. I don’t want to 
see stores looted or even build¬ 
ings burn. But African Ameri¬ 
cans have been living in a burning 
building for many years, chok¬ 
ing on the smoke as the flames 
burn closer and closer. Racism in 
America is like dust in the air. It 
seems invisible — even if you’re 
choking on it — until you let the 
sun in. Then you see it’s every¬ 
where. As long as we keep shin¬ 
ing that light, we have a chance of 
cleaning it wherever it lands. But 


we have to stay vigilant, because 
it’s always still in the air.” 

Phoenix Mercury forward 
Brianna Turner, whose parents 
have a combined 54 years in law 
enforcement, in a first-person 
story told to ESPN: “I think about 
what my father once told me 
when I asked why he wanted to 
be a police officer. He said he saw 
a lot of things in his community 
while growing up that bothered 
him. He didn’t like the way po¬ 
lice were treating his neighbors. 
His older brother was a police 
officer, too, so he sort of followed 
his footsteps. My dad decided to 
be the change that he wanted to 
see. But here’s the thing: I hear 
the description of George Floyd: 
A 6-foot-6 black man. That’s my 
father, too.” 

Six-time Formula One cham¬ 
pion Lewis Hamilton: “So many 
people seem surprised, but to us 
unfortunately, it is not surprising. 
Those of us who are black, brown 
or in between, see it everyday and 
should not have to feel as though 
we were born guilty, don’t belong, 
or fear for our lives based on 
the color of our skin. Will Smith 
said it best, racism is not getting 
worse, it’s being filmed.... Unfor¬ 
tunately, America is not the only 
place where racism lives and we 
continue to fail as humans when 
we cannot stand up for what is 
right. Please do not sit in silence, 
no matter the color of your skin. 
Black Lives Matter.” 

North Carolina Central men’s 
basketball coach LeVelle Moton 
on the ESPN’s Hoop Streams: 
“If black people could solve the 
issues of racism and injustice, we 
would’ve solved those issues 400 


years ago. But we need your help. 
As a historian, one thing that I’ve 
found and discovered is that any 
time change was provoked or 
made on behalf of black people, 
a lot of times there was some¬ 
one who didn’t look like us who 
was advocating for us. Like we 
all love Las Vegas right now for 
what it is, but Las Vegas was one 
of the most segregated cities until 
Frank Sinatra said, ‘OK, I know 
y’all love me performing here, 
but unless you allow my friend 
over here, Sammie Davis Jr., to 
perform on the same stages and 
stay in the same hotels as me. I’m 
not coming back.’” 

Atlanta Hawks coach Lloyd 
Pierce: “I wear my Hawks shirt 
often. It’s the only access to privi¬ 
lege that I have in Atlanta. But if 
I take that shirt off and put a hat 
on, maybe put it on backward. 


that access is not granted. That 
access is gone.” 

NASCAR driver Bubba Wal¬ 
lace, the only African American 
in the Cup series, speaking to 
Fox’s NASCAR Race Hub: “I’ve 
gone through my spiels with law 
enforcement and have been treat¬ 
ed differently. For me, it’s just do 
whatever I can to get out of the 
situations quick and be pissed off 
about it and move on and what¬ 
not. But you never forget about 
those incidences. Those are the 
moments you think about, and 
you think about it a lot lately. It’s 
like, one wrong move for me and I 
wouldn’t be here. Just think about 
that. That scares the hell out of 
me.” 

Olympic gold medal swim¬ 
mer Simone Manuel: “It’s not 
just about death. It’s about killing 
our spirits. It’s about killing our 


dreams. It’s about making us feel 
less than. It’s about dismissing 
and ignoring our pain. It’s about 
silencing our voice. It’s about 
punishing us when we use our 
voice and labeling us as ‘angry’ 
or a ‘threat’ rather than acknowl¬ 
edging we’re exercising our ‘free¬ 
dom of speech.’ It’s about calling 
the police and using my skin color 
against me. It’s about clinching 
your purse. It’s about believing 
we don’t belong. It’s about failing 
to acknowledge and understand 
my very existence, my pain. It’s 
about repeating the sins of the 
past. It’s about thinking that skin 
color affords one’s privileges or 
denies basic human dignity! It’s 
about speaking against instead of 
with our fight for justice. It’s about 
remaining silent. This needs to be 
everybody’s fight!” 

Did you listen? 
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MLB/NFL _ 

MLB offers 76-game year 

Players would earn 75% of prorated salary if playoffs are completed 



Matt Dunham/AP 


Bears wide reciever Allen Robinson said he trusts NFL teams to put 
proper procedures in place to protect players from COVID-19. 

Workplace: Players say coronavirus 
concerns at practice like any other job 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — M^or League 
Baseball teams have proposed a 
76-game regular season and up to 
16 playoff clubs in a coronavirus- 
delayed year with players making 
about 75% of their prorated sala¬ 
ries if the postseason is complet¬ 
ed, people familiar with the plan 
told The Associated Press. 

The people spoke on the condi- 
tionof anonymity Mondaybecause 
details were not announced. 

MLB’s latest offer would guar¬ 
antee 50% of players’ prorated 
salaries over the regular season. 
It also would allow for playoff 
teams to expand from 10 to as 
many as 16. 

The proposal would eliminate 
all free-agent compensation for 
the first time since the free-agent 
era started in 1976. It also would 
forgive 20% of the $170 million 
in salaries already advanced to 
players during April and May. 

Players agreed in March to a 
deal calling for prorated salaries 
that depend on games played, a 
deal in exchange for a guarantee 
of service time if the season was 
scrapped. 

“If the players desire to accept 
this proposal, we need to reach an 
agreement by Wednesday,” Dep¬ 
uty Commissioner Dan Halem 
wrote in a letter to union nego¬ 
tiator Bruce Meyer that was ob- 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

The NFL and the players’ union 
sent a planner to the 32 teams 
Monday outlining procedures 
for the full reopening of their 
practice facilities, which were 
closed because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

In a lengthy four-part memo to 
the clubs written by Commission¬ 
er Roger Goodell and approved by 
the NFL Players Association, the 
league described protocols focus¬ 
ing on screening, testing, and in¬ 
fection prevention and treatment 
for COVID-19, including response 
for new infections. Also included 
were instructions on proper facil¬ 
ity access, cleaning and disinfect¬ 
ing; physical distancing; hygiene, 
health education and medical ser¬ 
vices; food preparation; supplies; 
and team travel. 

No timetable has been set for 
the return of most players to team 
complexes — only players reha¬ 
bilitating injuries have been al¬ 
lowed to enter the buildings. But 
this is the next m^jor step toward 
allowing all players back in club 
facilities. 

Goodell ordered all facilities 
closed in late March, and the 
league has taken small steps to¬ 
ward reopening them. Last week, 
coaching staffs were approved to 
return, but only if local govern- 


tained by The Associated Press. 
“While we understand that it is 
a relatively short time frame, we 
cannot waste any additional days 
if we are to have sufficient time 
for players to travel to spring 
training, conduct COVID-19 
testing and education, conduct a 
COVID-19 testing and education, 
conduct a spring training of an 
appropriate length, and schedule 
a 76-game season that ends no 
later than Sept. 27.” 

“While we are prepared to con¬ 
tinue discussion past Wednesday 
on a season with fewer than 76 
games, we simply do not have 
enough days to schedule a season 
of that length unless an agree¬ 
ment is reached in the next 48 
hours,” he added. 

MLB says it can’t afford to play 
in ballparks without fans and on 
May 26 proposed an 82-game 
schedule and a sliding scale of pay 
cuts that would cause the biggest 
stars to lose a larger percentage 
of their salaries. The union coun¬ 
tered with a 114-game schedule 
at prorated pay that would extend 
the regular season by a month 
through October. 

MLB is worried a second wave 
of the virus would endanger the 
postseason — when MLB re¬ 
ceives $787 million in broadcast 
revenue. 

Teams estimate the new offer 
plan would guarantee $1.43 bil¬ 
lion in compensation: $955 mil- 


mental rules allowed it. 

Goodell noted that the protocols 
for a full return were developed in 
consultation with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
Duke’s Infection Control Network 
and other universities. 

“No set of protocols can 
eliminate the risk of contract¬ 
ing COVID-19, nor ensure that 
the disease itself will be mild,” 
Goodell wrote in the memo, which 
was obtained by The Associated 
Press. “And we should expect that 
these protocols will change as 
medical and scientific knowledge 
of the disease continues to grow. 
But we believe, along with the 
NFLPA, that these protocols offer 
a sound basis for bringing players 
back into the facilities and moving 
forward with our planning for the 
2020 season.” 

Training camps are scheduled 
to begin in late July, with the first 
preseason game, Dallas vs. Pitts¬ 
burgh in the Hall of Fame game, 
on Aug. 6. The NFL still plans 
to kick off the regular season in 
Kansas City on Sept. 10. 

A tiered approached will be 
used within team facilities and 
must be presented to the league 
for approval at least seven days 
before the reporting date for 
training camp. Players, most 
coaches, trainers, physicians and 
the head equipment manager 
— anyone who must have direct 


lion in salaries, including an 
allowance for earned bonuses; 
$393 million if the postseason is 
played for a 20% bonus for every 
player with a big league contract; 
$50 million for the regular season 
postseason pool normally funded 
with ticket money; and $34 mil¬ 
lion for the forgiven advances. 

MLB estimates its revenue 
would drop from $9.73 billion last 
year to $2.75 billion this year with 
a 76-game season. Adding pro¬ 
rated shares of signing bonuses, 
option buyout, termination pay, 
assignment bonuses and bene¬ 
fits, MLB says players would get 
70.2% of revenue, up from 46.7%. 
Also factoring in signing bonuses 
for amateurs in the draft this 
week and international players, 
MLB projects players would get 
86.2%, up from 52.1%. 

Free agent compensation has 
long caused bitter fights since the 
arbitration decision in December 
1975 that struck down the reserve 
clause — it led to an eight-day 
strike during spring training in 
1980 and a 50-day strike during 
the 1981 season. Compensation 
had been narrowed in recent 
years but still caused some free 
agents to have fewer bidders and 
to sign later. 

MLB proposed dropping the 
loss of draft picks or international 
signing bonus pool allocation for 
signing a qualified free agent. 


access to players — will be in Tier 
1, with a maximum of 60 in addi¬ 
tion to the players. They will have 
access to such restricted areas as 
fields and sidelines, locker rooms, 
training rooms, medical exam 
areas, meeting rooms and weight 
rooms. 

The second tier will consist of 
ownership representatives; facil¬ 
ity staff; additional coaches and 
equipment personnel; the general 
manager and football operations 
employees; club communications 
staff; security personnel; and 
“certain NFL and NFLPA staff as 
needed.” They will have limited 
access to restricted areas. 

All of those people must un¬ 
dergo daily screening and testing 
before entering the complex. 

In the third tier will be person¬ 
nel who perform essential facil¬ 
ity, stadium or event services but 
do not require close contact with 
Tier 1 individuals. 

A separate entrance to the facil¬ 
ity for Tier 1 and Tier 2 members 
is required. If not available, a des¬ 
ignated time for use of a single 
entrance is mandated, and that 
entrance must be cleaned and dis¬ 
infected before and after use. 

Physical distancing is another 
major challenge. To keep players 
at least 6 feet apart requires re¬ 
designing everything from lock¬ 
er, meeting and weight rooms to 
cafeterias. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“To be honest, playing football 
is like my No. 1 goal right now 
just because of the whole injury 
thing,” Chubb said, “but I feel 
like when it comes to the corona¬ 
virus, the NFL has great leaders 
in place to make sure we’re going 
to be back in the safest way pos¬ 
sible. I know these guys are going 
to come up with a solution.” 

That appears to be a common 
sentiment across the league. 

“I’m not too concerned,” Bears 
wide receiver Allen Robinson 
said. “I think that if we’re going to 
be put back in the facility, I think 
measures are going to be taken. 
I think that a plan will be had 
and I think that enough research 
and stuff will have been done to 
put everybody in the best kind of 
situation.” 

Robinson said being in a locker 
room is no different than office, 
restaurant or factory workers 
who have returned to their jobs 
recently under new rules de¬ 
signed to mitigate the spread of 
the virus that has devastated the 
global economy. 

“People are close upon each 
other every day that are working 
together, so I think that as every¬ 
one kind of gets back to work, I 
think that with a good plan ... ev¬ 
erything will be fine,” Robinson 
said. “I’m not too worried. It’s not 
anything in my control, so if I’m 
back in the locker room and back 
playing, my level of concern will 
be pretty low.” 

Staying safe and healthy is more 
important than ever, suggested 
Falcons center Alex Mack. 

“It’s definitely a concern this 
year,” Mack said. “Every year 
during cold and flu seasons, 
they harp on us to get our flu 
shot. We’re aware of the risks of 
that. It’s always in the mind of 
the team to make sure guys are 
healthy. You’re don’t want half a 
team missing practice time. You 
don’t want a bunch of guys sick on 
game day.” 

As a rookie in 2009, Mack was 
clobbered by the swine flu during 
the world’s last pandemic. 

“I had to sit home for three 
or four days, then I had to jump 
into a game with no practice. It 
didn’t turn out well,” Mack said. 
“That’s not what I want to do ever 


again. This year, it’s going to be 
the utmost concern. Being a novel 
virus, there’s no real history. If 
you get the flu, people know what 
happens. You recover and get bet¬ 
ter. With the coronavirus, there’s 
a lot of scary things going on in 
terms of a scarring of the lungs 
and things like that. (So) playing 
it safe is the smartest move.” 

Staving off outbreaks of 
COVID-19 is essential for the 
NFL to play a full schedule this 
season as planned. 

“It’s just doing the little 
things that you already should 
be doing,” Seahawks linebacker 
Bobby Wagner said. “Hope you 
taking a shower. Hope you wash 
your hands. And don’t be all up in 
everybody’s face.” 

What’s not an option, he 
stressed, was ignoring the risk. 

“It’s real. It’s not something 
that you can walk away from or 
something that you hide from,” 
Wagner said. “It’s going to make 
the season a little interesting. We 
don’t know how interesting.” 

The pandemic hit home for 
a lot of players in April when 
Super Bowl 50 MVP Von Miller 
announced he had contract¬ 
ed COVID-19. He has since 
recovered. 

“When Von got sick, it was like 
OK, this thing is serious,” Chubb 
said. “I can’t just be out here 
doing whatever. I’ve got to make 
sure I’m staying in my house and 
doing everything I can to prevent 
getting this illness and spreading 
this illness.” 

Bears defensive tackle Akiem 
Hicks said he’s both eager and 
anxious to play football again. 

“I have been quarantining for 
a really long time. I even made 
a drink. It’s called the ‘quaran- 
tini,”’ Hicks said, adding that he 
quit quaffing his tequila-infused 
creations after reading some¬ 
where that alcohol wasn’t the best 
idea at this time. “But I will say 
this: It’s scary. It’s scary to think 
that most of my job is physical 
contact. You know what I’m say¬ 
ing? With other players. 

“And so, boy, I don’t know. I 
don’t know. I want to be safe, and 
I’m sure that they’re going to do 
their best to make sure we’re in 
the best possible situation on the 
field to play this game and do it 
right. But it’s scary.” 


NFL outlines reopening plans 
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AUTO RACING 


Scoreboard 


Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 

NASCAR Cup Series 
Sunday 

At Atlanta Motor Speedway 
Hampton, Ga. 

Lap length: 1.S4 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (9) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 325 laps, 51 
points. 

2. (4) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 325, 52. 

3. (11) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 325, 54. 

4. (7) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 325, 43. 

5. (10) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 325,46. 

6. (12) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 325, 31. 

7. (15) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 325, 
33. 

8. (1) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 325, 40. 

9. (6) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 325, 31. 

10. (3) Joey Logano, Ford, 325, 27. 

11. (16) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 324, 

26. 

12. (8) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 324, 
25. 

13. (22) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet, 
324, 28. 

14. (17) Ryan Newman, Ford, 324, 23. 

15. (19) Matt Kenseth, Chevrolet, 324, 

22 . 

16. (24) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 324, 


o! (5) C 


Cole Custer, Ford, 324,18. 
(5) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 324, 27. 

- . 


21. (23) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 324, 


24. (36) Michael McDowell, Ford, 324, 

25. (21) Matt DIBenedetto, Ford, 324, 


26. (29) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 323 


28. (14) Erik Jones, Toyota, 322,12. 

29. (28) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 322, 8. 

30. (33) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 321, 
7. 

31. (37) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 316, 6. 

32. (35) Quin Houff, Chevrolet, 314, 5. 

33. bo) William Byron, Chevrolet, 313, 

’ 34. (32) Josh Bilicki, Ford, 313, 0. 

35. (34) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
312,0. 

36. (30) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 311, 0. 

37. (40) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 310, 

■ 38. (26) Joey Case, Chevrolet, 308, 0. 

39. (38) Timmy Hill, Toyota, electrical, 
259, 0. 

40. (39) BJ McLeod, Ford, clutch, 3, 0. 

Race Statistics 

Winner’s Average Speed: 142.974 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 30 minutes, 3 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 3.527 seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 5 for 24 laps. 

Lead Changes: 21 among 9 drivers. 
LapLeaders:C.EIIiottO-26;B.Keselowskl 
27; J.Logano 28-36; K.Harvick 37-65; 
M.Truex 66-68; Ku.Busch 69; K.Harvick 
70-86; M.Truex 87-108; C.Bowyer 109-113; 
M.Truex 114; C.Bowyer 115-146; M.Truex 
147-159; B.Keselowski 160-163; C.Bowyer 
164-184; M.Truex 185-203; Ky.Busch 204- 
206; M.Truex 207-213; Ky.Busch 214-217; 
K.Harvick 218-267; R.BIaney 268-269; 
J.Logano 270; K.Harvick 271-325 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): K.Harvick, 4 times for 151 laps; 
M.Truex, 6 times for 65 laps; C.Bowyer, 
3 times for 58 laps; C.EIIiott, 1 time for 
26 laps; J.Logano, 2 times for 10 laps; 
Ky.Busch, 2 times for 7 laps; B.Keselowski, 
2 times for 5 laps; R.BIaney, 1 time for 2 
laps; Ku.Busch, 1 time for 1 lap. 

Wins: K.Harvick, 2; J.Logano, 2; 
B.Keselowski, 2; D.Hamlin, 2; C.EIIiott, 1; 
A.Bowman, 1. 


Harvick drives for change after win 


Points leader speaks 
to social unrest after 
his victory in Atlanta 



Photos by Brynn Anderson/AP 

Above: Kevin Harvick celebrates his win Sunday in the NASCAR Cup race at Atlanta Motor Speedway. 

He leads the series' drivers with 421 points. Below: Harvick led for 151 laps of the race. 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

HAMPTON, Ga. — After an¬ 
other dominant performance at 
one of his favorite tracks, Kevin 
Harvick relished the past and 
looked ahead to the future. 

He wasn’t entirely focused on 
what he can do behind the wheel. 

Harvick cruised to victory 
Sunday over Kyle Busch and 
Martin Truex Jr. in the NASCAR 
Cup race at Atlanta Motor Speed¬ 
way, leading the final 55 laps on 
a day that began with the series 
acknowledging the social unrest 
in the country. 

Harvick also joined other driv¬ 
ers in making a video that prom¬ 
ised to push for much-needed 
changes in the fractured nation. 

“Something has to change. 
When you look at what happened 
in Minneapolis, it’s just disgrace¬ 
ful to everyone,” he said. “It’s 
just unbelievable to sit and watch 
these things happen. It’s really 
confusing. It makes you confused 
and mad. Now we know what we 
need to do and where to start.” 

Harvick won for the second 
time since NASCAR returned 
from the shutdown caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, adding to 
his emotional victory at Darling¬ 
ton in the first race back. 

Harvick came into the day hav¬ 
ing led 1,138 laps on the 1.54-mile 
Atlanta trioval, far more than any 
other driver in the 40-car field. 

This one was more of the same. 
Harvick was out front for 151 laps 
— more than twice as many as 
anyone else — and claimed his a 
third victory in Atlanta, where he 
got his first Cup triumph in 2001 
and another win two years ago. 

“For me, this place is pretty 
special,” said Harvick, who beat 
Busch by more than SVz seconds, 
with Truex nearly 5 seconds 



behind. “It brings back a lot of 
memories.” 

On a reverse victory lap, Har¬ 
vick held three fingers outside 
his car, a tribute to the late Dale 
Earnhardt. Harvick replaced 
Earnhardt after the seven-time 
champion was killed in a crash at 
Daytona in 2001. 

Three weeks later, Harvick took 
the checkered flag in Atlanta. 

“To celebrate the life of Dale 
Earnhardt and everything he 
meant to our sport, is obviously 
pretty special to me,” Harvick 
said. 


He now has 51 wins — break¬ 
ing a tie with Ned Jarrett and Ju¬ 
nior Johnson for the 12th spot on 
the career list. 

“You just shake your head and 
say, ‘Man, I can’t believe this is 
happening,”’ Harvick said. “It’s 
pretty crazy when you think 
about (it). I’ve been very lucky to 
drive cars for a living.” 

Seven-time Cup champion Jim¬ 
mie Johnson, in what may have 
been his final Atlanta appear¬ 
ance, was given the honor of de¬ 
livering the “start your engines” 
command to his fellow drivers. 
The speedway also renamed a 
grandstand in honor of Johnson, 
who is retiring as a full-time com¬ 
petitor at the end of the year. 

A five-time winner on the 1.54- 
mile trioval, Johnson had another 
strong run in Atlanta. But his sev¬ 
enth-place showing extended a 
winless that stretches back more 
than three years. 

Bubba Wallace, the only Af¬ 


rican American in the Cup se¬ 
ries, donned a black T-shirt with 
the words “I Can’t Breathe” and 
“Black Lives Matter” while stand¬ 
ing on pit road before the race. 

Wallace finished 21st and ap¬ 
peared to faint after climbing 
from his car on a blistering day 
when temperatures climbed into 
the mid-80s. He said he was OK 
and did a portion of a television 
interview, but then was wasn’t 
able to speak. 

Wallace was taken by ambu¬ 
lance to the infield care center, 
where to was sitting up as he was 
taken inside on a stretcher. He 
was treated and released a short 
time later, though no additional 
details were provided on what 
caused his problem. 

Maybe it was the heat. 

Maybe it was just the emotion 
of becoming the sport’s most out¬ 
spoken voice since Floyd died 
while in the custody of Minneapo¬ 
lis police. 


NASCAR vows to do a better job addressing racial injustice 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

HAMPTON, Ga. — Bubba Wallace donned 
a black T-shirt with the words “I Can’t 
Breathe” and NASCAR paused before Sun¬ 
day’s Cup race at Atlanta Motor Speedway to 
acknowledge the country’s social unrest. The 
governing body vowed to to do a better job 
of addressing racial injustice in the wake of 
George Floyd’s death. 

During their warm-up laps, the 40 cars 
pulled to a stop in front of the empty grand¬ 
stands and shut off their engines so NASCAR 
President Steve Phelps could deliver a mes¬ 
sage over their radio sets. 

“Thank you for your time,” Phelps said. 
“Our country is in pain and people are justifi¬ 
ably angry, demanding to be heard. The black 
community and all people of color have suf¬ 
fered in our country, and it has taken far too 
long for us to hear their demands for change. 
Our sport must do better. Our country must 
do better.” 


A black NASCAR official took a knee along 
pit road, mimicking a gesture used by pro¬ 
testers in tribute to former NFL quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick. 

All 40 crews stood on the wall in front of 
their pit boxes. 

X “The time is now to lis- 

" Our sport understand and to 

stand against racism and 
racial injustice,” Phelps 
said. “We ask our drivers 
. and all our fans to join 
' us in this mission, to take 
; a moment of reflection, 
to acknowledge that we 
must do better as a sport, 
and join us as we now pause and take a mo¬ 
ment to listen.” 

Wallace, the only African American driver 
in NASCAR’s top series, has been the sport’s 
most outspoken voice since Floyd died while 
in the custody of Minneapolis police, sparking 
massive protests in all 50 states and around 
the world demanding an end to law enforce¬ 


I must do 
better. ^ 

Steve Phelps ' 

NASCAR 
president ' 


ment brutality against people of color. 

Wallace’s T-shirt carried Floyd’s pleading 
words when an officer, identified as Derek 
Chauvin, pinned a knee on his neck for more 
than eight minutes while he was handcuffed. 
Chauvin and three other officers have been 
fired and charged in the incident, which fol¬ 
lowed the deaths of Breonna Taylor and Ah- 
maud Arbery. 

Protesters have cited all three African 
American victims in their demands for social 
justice. 

After Phelps spoke to the NASCAR drivers, 
they observed a 30-second moment of silence. 
Then, as the cars refired their engines and 
slowly pulled away for the green flag, the Fox 
broadcast cut to a video made by a number 
of Cup drivers, including Wallace and seven¬ 
time champion Jimmie Johnson, as well as 
retired star Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

Several drivers also posted the video on 
their Twitter accounts, vowing to “listen and 
learn” from the protests that have rocked the 
nation. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Bubba Wallace is the only 
African American driver in 
NASCAR’S top series. 
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Full-court press 

Coaches say NBA should use platform 
to help with social change » Page 21 
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Worried about 
the workplace 

Players concerned over return during pandemic, 
but trusting league to put safeguards in place 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

Seasonal colds and the flu spread through NFL locker rooms just 
about every year, sending some players home sick while others slog 
through practices hoping they’ll feel better by game day. 

Last December, the Patriots flew two airplanes to Hous¬ 
ton to keep the healthy players apart from the sick ones, 
which included seven starters. On the final weekend 
of the 2016 season, the Raiders were ravaged by a 
bug that swept through their roster and waylaid 
hopes of a deep playoff run. 

Now, teams have COVID-19 to worry about. 

Offseason workout programs have been entirely virtual 
since the league closed team facilities in March because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Coaches began returning to their 
offices Friday but players not seeking treatment for injuries 
probably won’t be allowed to return until training camps open 
next month. 

Many players polled by The Associated Press say they’re 
scared to return to work without a cure or a vaccine for 
the coronavirus that has infected millions worldwide and 
killed more than 100,000 Americans. But they’re putting 
their trust in the health protocols the NFL’s medical 
staff is developing for practices to resume and games 
to return. 

Safeguards are expected to include daily tempera¬ 
ture checks and frequent virus tests, with sick play¬ 
ers quarantined for two weeks. 

The only players allowed into team headquar¬ 
ters over the last three months are those rehabbing 
from serious injuries. One of those is Broncos edge 
rusher Bradley Chubb, who missed most of last 
season with a torn knee ligament. 

SEE WORKPLACE ON PAGE 22 

Denver Broncos outside linebacker Bradley 
Chubb, who missed most of last season with a 
tom knee ligament, says his primary focus is 
getting back on the field. Chubb and many players 
polled by The Associated Press say they tmst 
the protocols the NFL will have in place when 
practices and games resume. 

Jack Dempsey/AP 


AP sources: MLB proposes 76-game season 
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